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CALL TODAY & SAVE $1, 500
Call now for limited-time savings on your new Walk-In Bathtub

and details on installation that takes as little as ONE DAY!

Low Entry Step

Stay Safer & More Independent
with a Jacuzzi® Luxury Walk-In Bathtub

The NEW Gold Standard of Walk-In Bathtubs

Call: 1-888-315-2161 or visit: www.JacuzziWalkIn.com

NEW! 

Epsom Salt 
Compatible

Now enjoy the 
relaxing health 

benefi ts of Epsom 
salt in your tub 

without the 
worry of rust or 
damage to your 

tub’s components.

Don’t let mobility concerns end your ability to enjoy 
a relaxing and therapeutic bathing experience

NEW! Epsom salt compatible with 
hydromassage relaxes the mind and body
NEW! A quieter and energy effi cient pump 
provides a more enjoyable bathing experience
NEW! Relaxing Bubble Foot Massage
NEW! Heated back and seat for more comfort 
and relief
PLUS! Installation in as little as one day available!

✔
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on your NEW Walk-In Tub
with ONE DAY installation

SAVE $1, 500

The safety features 
of the Jacuzzi® Walk-In 

Bathtub help with 
mobility in and out of 

the tub, and also 
help you feel more 

secure and independent 
when bathing at home.

Enjoy Legendary
Jacuzzi® Jet
Technology



There are as many different reasons and ways to homestead as there are homesteaders today. 
Help us tell your unique story by submitting photos about your homesteading adventures.

I truly believe deep down we’re all 
homesteaders. It’s this little some-
thing, this little seed buried some-

where inside every one of us. It puts 
that sparkle in our eyes and pride in 
our hearts after a long day of building, 
growing, and nurturing. It puts the 
warmth in your gut as you sit back and 
take in the work of your hands. Some 
people go about their lives with that 
little seed buried deep. 

It’s buried deeper and deeper, even 
covered up throughout the years with 
more of the latest gadgets and en-
deavors to keep up with the Joneses, 
never given the opportunity to become 
something beautiful. In my case, my 
little seed never was far from the 
surface. Electronic devices were never 
interesting enough and I had never met 
the Joneses. I craved deeper connec-
tions than what modern interests had 
to offer and I found them after taking a 
big step back and landing myself on a 
farm. Maybe a little covered in chick-
en poop and mud, but I found them 
nonetheless.

Our journey started with one of the 
simplest avenues. Food. What were 
we eating? Simple question, but one 
I shamefully could not answer. After 
opening our eyes to that fact, my hus-
band and I started taking control of our 
family in the most powerful way that we 
could dream up ...Ready for fall in The Copper Feather coop.

The  
Copper Feather Farm

The name’s 
Joelene, bonafide 
chicken hugger.

I  A M  C O U N T R Y S I D E
Show us what homesteading means to you!



Email photos in JPG format to 
editor@countrysidemag.com with “I Am 
Countryside” in the subject line

Mail your entry to: Countryside,  
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451

To have your photos returned, please 
include a self-addressed stamped envelope 

Message us on Facebook:  
facebook.com/iamcountryside

Tag us on Instagram or use 
#iamcountryside: instagram.com/

iamcountryside

Countryside & Small Stock Journal retains the 
right to publish and/or reproduce any and all 
photos submitted.
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We bought ourselves a  
farmhouse.

Chickens were brought home, a 
garden was planted, and we drove 
ourselves heart first into the most 
satisfying days of our lives thus far, 
without so much as a peek behind 
us. Today, we raise and grow much 
of our diet. Spring, summer, and 
fall gardens are toiled, providing 
garden fresh vegetables and herbs 
from seed to harvest. As meat 
eaters, we choose to hold our-
selves responsible for the lives of 
the animals. Broiler chickens and 
beef steers spend all their days 
right here with us, with much of the 
processing being done ourselves, 
as well. The appreciation and ab-
solute respect run deep for every 
life and we strive to make each one 
worthy of the gift we receive from 
them. Knowing our food on such 
a personal level is a raw, powerful 

thing. Bittersweet and completely 
overwhelming to the heart, but not 
one that I would ever want to be 
without.

With the bite of fall and promise 
of winter in the air, I’m reminded 
how magical this time of the year 
is on the homestead. Spring’s 
bottle calves, long since weaned, 
blow hot breaths like mighty little 
dragons at daybreak. The chickens 
cluck and cackle at the coop door, 
anticipating the crisp morning 
air and fresh garden scraps. The 
garden itself winds down with its 
last fall harvests, ready for the 
rest that winter will bring its soil 
and homesteaders alike. With our 
hearts and hands full, we take it all 
in. Grateful for every high and low, 
and thankful that our little seeds 
never did get buried too deep for a 
life such as this.

The glory days of our busy summer garden before the bite of fall. A Cornish Cross broiler 
chicken at  4 weeks old. We 
raise rounds of these meat 
birds on an as-needed basis 
throughout  the year.

Follow Joelene on Instagram: www.instagram.com/cupofjoelene



A newly  weaned baldy  steer (Angus   Hereford ) 
living his best  life here at  The Copper Feather Farm.

A beautiful late harvest. Sugar Pie 
and Marina Di Chioggia pumpkins, 
the latter being an absolute 
favorite of mine to grow!

Presley, the king of our 
Bourbon Red heritage turkey 
flock. With all the looks and 
the voice to boot!

/



Reluctant laying hens on their first snow day of the year.

Winding down  
the growing season with  
the planting of our cooler, 
 fall weather crops.

Finding 
beautiful 
nest box 

jewels in the 
coop never 

gets old.

The Swedish Flower hen, masters of 
natural camouflage against fall colors.
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Countryside :: a letter to readers

My uncle has a big 
and beautiful 
farm that’s 

made up of many smaller 
farms he’s purchased over time. One of his newer 
properties has a barn that I adore. It’s old and every-
thing you’d think it should be for a barn of its age.

When you’re inside and you look up, you see a 
framework of massive timbers that soar through the 
ceiling and support the structure. If you look closely, 
you’ll notice some of the timbers are whole tree trunks 
the previous owners must have used to make repairs. 
Just down the stairs, the main barn fades away 
to an area where cattle come in to feed and stay 
out of the elements. The last time I visited, it was 
a hot summer day and the cooler temperature 
of the basement and the slight breeze provided 
welcome relief. The area was full of barn swallows 
drooping and gliding in the ceiling as they per-
formed the welcome task of eating insect pests.

Since purchasing the property, my uncle has cleaned 
things up and the barn is no exception. The upper level 
holds no largess, just farm machinery and piles of old 

hickory tobacco stakes. I asked my 
uncle why he was keeping them 
since he now grows corn and raises 
cattle on the farm. He told me that 
I should drive around the area and 
peek in the old barns and I’d see 
they all have piles of old tobacco 
stakes inside. There’s an old farm 
superstition about tobacco stakes 
that says it’s bad luck to sell a farm 
and remove the stakes. They can be 
used and given to others when you 
own the farm, you just shouldn’t 
haul them off when you go.

I immediately fell in love with the 
stakes. They’re all about the same 
length, but each one is a little dif-
ferent. Some are poker straight and 
others have small twists and curves. 
My uncle gave me a pack of stakes 
to take home and use in my garden. 
Some will go to that purpose, but 
others I’m using to make rustic 
décor. In fact, I’ve already turned a 
few of my favorite stakes into a star. 
If you’re lucky enough to have a 
farm or homestead with sentimental 
items like old tobacco stakes, why 
not consider turning them into 
unique holiday gifts for family 
and friends. And by all means, 
give the gifts along with the story 
behind them. Sometimes that’s 
more valuable than the gift itself.

For me, I’m going to hang my star 
in my home so I can always look at 
it and remember the peaceful feeling 
of my uncle’s 
farm and look 
forward to 
more visits.

Tobacco Stakes

Pam Freeman
Editor, Countryside
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Country Conversation & Feedback
Contact us at: P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451; editor@countrysidemag.com

Mom’s Churn
My mom was 16 and my dad was 19 when they married in 1916. One 

of their wedding presents was a churn from my maternal grandfather.
They lived on a farm and had cows to milk. The milk was poured into  

crocks and left to sit overnight for the cream to rise, then mom churned 
the cream into butter.

After I came along and reached 4 years old, my mother would spread 
clean newspaper on the floor in the kitchen, set her churn in the center 
and add cream. She would put a dasher and add the lid with the hole 
in the top. I was ready. I would pull the dasher up, and push it down 
until the splash of the buttermilk told me the butter was churned.

Mom would spoon the butter out, wash it in a bowl of cold water and  
press the buttermilk out with a wooden paddle. She also used the paddle  
to work a sprinkle of salt in and to pack the butter into a wooden mold.  
The mold was then turned upside down over a plate and the handle that  
went through the mold had a carved piece attached to it, which when  
pushed down, made a design on the top of the butter. The mold made one  
pound of butter, which Mom took to the store in town and traded for  
needed groceries.

The churn, patented December 21, 1915, is more than 102 years old. It 
has lost the dasher, otherwise, it is as good as new. It has a new use now, 
I store my knitting yarn in the churn and thread the working end of the 
yarn through the hole in the lid. No tangles. I love it! 

— Pauline McKenzie, Florida

I love your publication, it is the only 
magazine I receive! Thank you. 

 — Susan Scott, Colorado

Weed Identification

In reference to Roz Hill’s question 
from Arkansas on page 17 of the 
September/October 2018 issue ... I 
believe that the weed is yellow root 
dock or perhaps curly dock. They 
have immensely large taproots 
which are edible if you are willing to 
change the water in which you are 
boiling them several times. Thank 
you for your informative magazine.

— Jeremiah Mowen, 
Maryland Master Gardener
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“The mind is not a vessel to be filled, but a fire to be kindled.” - Plutarch

How Do Bees Mate?
Excellent and very understandable! Thanks!

— Bonnie Aracil

Almanack
I love the magazine and have subscribed for many 

years. I like the format of the Almanack but cannot 
read the type. It is so small. It’s one of my favorite 
features because it’s quite accurate. We just can’t see it. 
I just wanted to let you know. Keep up the great work. 

— Maria Thomas
 

Thank you, Maria! We are always working to improve 
and have increased our font size so that it’s bigger than 
it’s ever been, even before the design change. We hope 
you find it easier to read this time.   — Editorial

Mayonnaise Recipe
I have had a subscription to Countryside for  

many years. I really enjoy it very much. I was  
wondering if you might have a recipe on how to  
make homemade mayonnaise?

— Wanda J. Dobyns, Texas

We’ve got a great recipe online that you might find helpful.  
Enjoy! — Editorial

countrysidenetwork.com/daily/lifestyle/farm-to-fork/
homemade-mayonnaise-easy-delicious

Countryside is my favorite 
magazine and the only one  

I buy.
— Madonna Kirby

Growing Bay Leaves is 
Easy and Rewarding

My sister gave me a tiny ‘true’ bay seedling many 
years ago. It took a couple of years to get established 
and now has grown into a lovely bush. We have 
triple-digit heat in summer and some temperatures in 
the 30s in winter. I don’t pamper it. I just give it basic 
care and it is doing just fine in my perennial herb 
garden along with sage, rosemary, and oregano. 

— Linda Hamid
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Countryside :: conversation

Grandboys Enjoying the Country Life
Here are some pictures of my grandboys. They love the country life. I have been a homesteader for all my life. 

I grew up on a farm, and I am still in the country at 68. Thank you, and most of all I thank all the servicemen  
and women, and the good Lord.

— Janet Smale, Wisconsin

Left: Lincoln on a 
donkey. 

Right: Archer with 
Buster the pup, Coco in 
back.

The recipe from our July/August issue is now 
online and has  
a variety of roll-up ideas.  — Editorial

countrysidenetwork.com/topics/lifestyle-topics/ 
farm-to-fork-lifestyle-topics/
how-to-make-homemade- 
fruit-roll-ups/

Homemade Fruit Roll-Ups

Made a roll-up with rose hips that turned  
out wonderful.

— Jane Bartlett, Idaho
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Countryside :: community

PINTEREST
iamcountryside

FACEBOOK
iamcountryside

INSTAGRAM
@iamcountryside
#iamcountryside

countrysidenetwork.com/daily/lifestyle/
beekeeping/what-happens-when-the-
queen-bee-dies/

Share your Voice
Being part of the Countryside 

community on social media connects 
you to homesteaders like you!

countrysidenetwork.com/daily/growing/herbs-natural-
remedies/apple-cider-vinegar-for-chickens-and-you/

Join the Countryside Community! Tag us on Instagram, share your stories on Facebook and find new 
inspiration on Pinterest. We read all the comments and love the feedback!
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BEAUTIFUL 
CREATIONS 

from our talented readers!

See them all online at
countrysidenetwork.com/daily/coloring-pages-2018

1. Tilly Ott, 13 years old  |  2. Jacob Kinsinger, 7 years old, West Virginia 
3. Charlene Martin, 11 years old, Augusta, Wisconsin 

4. Kailey Catoe, 10 years old, South Carolina  |  5. Maria Gaddini, 9 years old, Indiana 
6. Grace Ingersoll, 5 years old, Wisconsin  |  7. Kachiri Hartwell

Don’t miss this issue’s coloring challenge on page 71.
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World’s Most Powerful Leaf Vacuum 
...at a New LOW PRICE!

Rated #1 in Vacuum Power

Now at the Lowest Price Ever 

Converts to an All-Purpose Trailer

Stores Flat in Minutes

DR® LEAF VACUUMS have proven 
in laboratory testing to achieve the 
most vacuum power vs. competitors. 
And now, our All-New PILOT Model 
combines this same amazing yard 
clean-up power with an equally 
amazing new price!

19
44

2X
 ©

 2
01

8

Unload with just one hand!

Doubles as a utility trailer!

 

 

 Now Starting 
at Just 

$99999

with
FREE

SHIPPING

FREE
SHIPPING

1 YEAR
TRIAL

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS.

EASY
FINANCING     DRleafvac.com 

888-212-1186

Go Online or Call for FREE DVD & Catalog!

TOLL
FREE

To Protect Your Property From Night Predator Animals
Nite•Guard Solar® has been proven effective in repelling predator animals for the past
19 years. Nite•Guard Solar attacks the deepest most primal fear of night animals, that
of being discovered. At sunset, Nite•Guard begins to flash and continues until sunrise.
The simple but effective fact is that a “flash of light” is sensed as an eye and becomes

an immediate threat to the most ferocious night animals and they will run away.Nite•Guard
Repellent Tape

Keeps predators away
during the daylight hours

$1495

niteguard.com • 1.800.328.6647

Per Roll

For information & videos log on to:

GUARANTEED
SATISFACTION

or your money
back!

PO Box 274
Princeton, MN

55371

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

The World’s
Top Selling

Solar Powered
Security System

#1
DON’T BE FOOLED BY

COPY CATS
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growing :: anise hyssop

BY  
RITA HEIKENFELD

THE HERB OF THE YEAR for 
2019 is anise hyssop (Agastache 
foeniculum). A member of the 

mint family, this lovely, easy to grow 
perennial is native to parts of the 
upper Midwest and Great Plains.

Anise hyssop has been a resident  
in the Biblical section of my herb  
garden for years as a representative  
of the “hyssop” mentioned in  
the Bible.

I also have specimens planted in 
the culinary and medicinal sections. 
Anise hyssop gives a hint of licorice 

and mint flavor to foods and drinks 
and has soothing, healing qualities.

Commonly called blue giant 
hyssop, fragrant giant hyssop, or 
lavender hyssop, its potent nectar 
makes it one of the best plants 
that attract bees. I often see both 
honey and native bees working the 
plant. Butterflies and humming-
birds hover over the herb, too.

LEAVES LOOK LIKE CATNIP
Anise hyssop leaves resemble 

catnip leaves, but larger. A few 
years ago, I planted both of these 

members of the mint family side 
by side and until they bloomed, 
I had to get up close and do the 
sniff test to tell them apart.

The blooms, which appear from 
June to September, are two-lipped 
tiny flowers in dense spikes about 
four inches long. The plants 
grow from two to four feet tall.

GROWING ANISE 
HYSSOP FROM SEED

This herb is easily propagated 
from seeds indoors or outdoors 
where I live in southwest Ohio, 

ANISE  
HYSSOP 

2019 HERB OF 
THE YEAR

Easily Goes  
from Garden to  

Kitchen to  
Apothecary
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“Ah me! Love can not be cured by herbs.” - Ovid

zone six. It grows as an herbaceous, sometimes short-
lived perennial in zones four to nine. But I will tell you, 
once you have an established plant, you will see little 
volunteers pop up. This herb drops seeds readily.

STARTING SEEDS INDOORS
I usually don’t bother starting anise hyssop seeds 

indoors since they germinate easily outdoors. 
But if you want to start the seeds indoors, use the 
same method as starting tomato seeds indoors.

DIRECT SEED SOWING OUTDOORS
When the last expected frost has passed, you can sow 

the seeds directly in fertile, moist, well-drained soil. 
You may want to plant the seeds in a pot instead of the 
ground. Planting herbs in pots gives you more control 
over the seed germination process, so feel free to use 
a container filled with quality potting soil. Either way, 
choose a somewhat sunny location. The seeds are small 
and should be sown in depths no more than a quarter 
of an inch. They usually germinate in a few weeks.

You can also sow the seeds outdoors in the latter 
part of fall. They will stay snug in their winter bed and 
germinate after the last frost has passed in the spring.

TRANSPLANTING SEEDLINGS
Plant seedlings in their permanent position 10 to 

12 inches apart. They like a sunny location and will 
tolerate some shade. Water regularly until plants are 
established. Once they are growing well, anise hyssop 
plants thrive in soil that retains moisture, but not 
damp or waterlogged. Overwatering is the biggest 
culprit. Anise hyssop will tolerate dry conditions.

PROPAGATING BY DIVISION
I have been told this is a simple process, although I 

have never propagated anise hyssop by basal cutting 
of young shoots since it’s best done in a greenhouse. 
Cuttings should be taken in spring when the plants 
have good growth and are about eight inches or so 
tall. Plant the shoots in individual pots using a good 
potting soil. Place in the greenhouse in a shaded 
location. Usually, they start to root in three weeks 
and may be transplanted outside during the summer. 
Pinching the plants back will stimulate branching.

PESTS AND DISEASES? NO WORRIES!
A bonus is that pests and diseases usually stay 

away from anise hyssop. The only trouble I have 
ever had is when the plants are very young and 
the season is wet enough for slugs to appear. Anise 
hyssop has both medicinal and culinary qualities.

MEDICINAL BENEFITS
Native Americans used this hyssop in many ways. 

The Cheyenne drank a tea made from hyssop for 
what they called “dispirited hearts.” Yes, this herb 
is actually beneficial to heart health. Cree Indians 
included the flowers in their medicine bundles. The 
dried plant has been burned as a cleansing incense.

As an herbalist, I like using it for coughs, chest 
colds, and fevers. With its abundant antibacterial 
and anti-inflammatory qualities, it helps reduce 
 fevers and is a good digestive aid.

ANISE HYSSOP TEA
Use one teaspoon dried or one tablespoon fresh 

chopped leaves to one cup boiling water. Cover and 
let steep five minutes or so. Strain and sweeten to 

See the volunteer “baby” on the left side.
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taste. I like to serve it with a slice of lemon, which 
boosts the immune system with a dose of vitamin C.

ANISE HYSSOP AND HIBISCUS TEA
I like adding a few dried hibiscus petals to my 

hyssop tea. It lends a bit of tart flavor to the sweet 
licorice component and helps lower blood pres-
sure. The tea turns a brilliant magenta color.

SOOTHING BATH FOR SORE MUSCLES AND  
STIFF JOINTS

Put fresh or dried leaves in a cheesecloth bag 
or paper coffee filter tied at the top. Hang from 
the faucet to let the warm water flow over the 
herbs. If you suffer from cramps in the legs 
or feet, toss in a handful of Epsom salts.

CULINARY USES
Use the flowers and minced leaves in green 

salads. The licorice flavor does not overwhelm 
but adds an element of flavor and texture.

When a recipe calls for tarragon, chervil, 
or fennel, substitute anise hyssop. It makes 
a lovely substitute for tarragon vinegar.

ANISE HYSSOP CORDIAL
Fill a glass jar half way up with fresh leaves. Add 

some flowers if you want. Cover with vodka and 
let infuse for three weeks, shaking occasionally if 
you think of it. I keep mine on the counter so that I 
can monitor the progress. Take a sip now and then 
and when you think the flavor is to your liking, 
strain and sweeten with a simple syrup (equal parts 

sugar and water brought to a simmer to dissolve the 
sugar, then cooled and stored in the refrigerator).

ANISE HYSSOP HONEY
Over low heat, warm one cup raw honey with two to  

three tablespoons coarsely chopped fresh anise hyssop  
leaves. Let mixture come to a simmer, but do not boil.  
Simmer 10 minutes, then strain into a sterilized jar.  
Seal and store in pantry up to one year. This is delicious  
on scones, bagels, muffins, toast, and as a sweetener  
for beverages.

ADDING HYSSOP ESSENCE TO FRUIT JELLIES
This is so easy! Just stir in a half cup fresh leaves 

with the juice when you start to make the jelly. Before 
adding sugar, remove the leaves and proceed with 
recipe. The leaves will have released their essence 
into the jelly, giving it just a hint of sweet anise. If you 
like, add a blanched sprig of the herb to each jar.

ANISE HYSSOP AGASTACHE VS. HYSSOPUS 
OFFICINALIS: WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?

I need to address this since there’s so much confusion  
between the two herbs. Sometimes the tag on the plant  
will simply say hyssop. Depending on the shape of the  
leaves and the growth of the plant, it could either be  
anise hyssop or Hyssopus officinalis.

Both bee-friendly plants are members of the mint  
family. Anise hyssop, the 2019 Herb of the Year, is an 
American native and is the one with large leaves. There 
are some variations but they all resemble each other.

Hyssopus officinalis is a European native and has 
very slender, small, dark green leaves and blue, pink, 

Anise hyssop jelly is a sweet treat!

Anise hyssop vinegar.

growing :: anise hyssop
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or white flowers. This perennial 
looks more delicate than its 
American counterpart. It likes 
sun and can tolerate dryness.

Hyssopus officinalis is used  
traditionally as a healing herb. It’s 
also edible, with flavor tones of  
sage and mint.

The haunting licorice fragrance 
of anise hyssop is so permeating 
that crafters love the herb for 
its scent-keeping qualities and 
the fact that the dark purple/
lavender-blue flowers keep their 
color even after drying.  

Hyssopus officinalis (slender-leaved hyssop).

Get Inspired!

Make healthy, 
fruity jam with 

low amounts of 
any sweetener.  

No sugar,  
preservatives, 

or GMOs.

Pomona’s Pectin

At natural food stores or
www.pomonapectin.com

559-760-0910
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BY RITA HEIKENFELD

farm to fork :: chai tea “Where there’s tea there’s hope.” —  Arthur Wing Pinero 

MAKING CHAI TEA 101

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR when our kitchens 
are fragrant with warming spices. Common 
spices, like cinnamon, cloves, ginger, and nutmeg 

make their appearance in many holiday dishes 
and drinks. One of my favorite and immensely 
popular drinks is my Chai tea recipe. This soothing 
drink not only tastes delicious, there’s a bonus. 
Chai tea includes tummy-friendly ginger tea 
benefits, as well as other healthful qualities.

I’m sharing a traditional Chai tea recipe using some 
whole spices.  For those of you that prefer quicker 
versions using ground spices, I’ve got that covered too.

WHAT IS CHAI TEA?
Traditionally, Chai is a sweet, milky tea, origi-

nating in India. Sometimes it’s called Masala Chai. 
Masala means “spice” and Chai means “tea.”
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“Where there’s tea there’s hope.” —  Arthur Wing Pinero 

Traditional Chai Tea Recipe
Chai tea is made mostly of spices. Making your 

own blend of Chai allows you to be creative and 
customize the blend. Here’s a basic Chai tea recipe. 
I will tell you that mixing the spices is like blend-
ing a perfume. You decide what to add to make it 
more to your taste, whether it’s some dried orange 
peel, fennel seeds, or even dried lemon herbs.

This chai tea recipe makes a special gift.  Place the 
roasted and coarsely pounded blend into a decora-
tive jar and tie a gift tag on it with instructions.

Ingredients
5 tablespoons green cardamom pods 
or 1 tablespoon cardamom seeds
2 tablespoons whole cloves
1 tablespoon coriander seeds
7 to 8 cinnamon sticks, 2” long each
1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon black peppercorns
2 whole star anise
2 teaspoons ground ginger
1 teaspoon ground nutmeg

Instructions
Combine all of the ingredients except the ginger 
and nutmeg in a non-stick, ungreased heavy 
skillet. Over low heat, toast the spices for about 

three minutes, until fragrant. Inhale the intox-
icating aroma! If using cardamom pods, they 
may start to split and release their seeds.
Add the ginger and nutmeg and blend. Let cool.
Pound everything briefly, just enough to crush 
the spices coarsely. I like to do this with a 
mortar and pestle, but you can do it in a spice/
coffee grinder, or put the spices in a plastic 
bag and pound with a mallet or rolling pin.
Transfer to an airtight container where the 
mixture will keep up to three months.

Coffee Shop Latte Style
Combine one cup milk with up to one tablespoon 

Chai mix and sweetener to taste. (Cane sugar, brown 
sugar, maple syrup, honey, or stevia are all good 
choices). Bring to a simmer and then turn off heat.

Cover and let infuse for 10 minutes while you 
brew a pot of Assam or Darjeeling (these are Indian 
teas — you can also use black tea) using two cups 
boiling water and two teaspoons tea or two bags 
of tea. Let tea infuse five minutes, then strain.

Reheat the spiced milk if necessary and 
strain it into two large teacups. Froth if you 
choose. Pour in as much hot tea as you like.

TIP
What’s the best milk for Chai tea? 
That’s up to you. I use whole milk. 
Half & half, low fat, evaporated,  
fat-free, or dairy-free works, too. 
(My neighbor uses milk from the 
Jersey cow he owns — lucky him!).
Why froth? To get coffeehouse 
quality Chai tea, frothing the milk 
is essential. It lends a creamy and 
light texture to the tea. Evaporated 
milk doesn’t froth as well as other 
milk, but makes for a nice, thicker 
beverage.
Froth the milk with an immersion 
blender, hand mixer, battery 
operated frother, or a whisk.
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Cardamom  
is an anti-spasmodic and a 
digestive stimulant. 

Cinnamon is pungent and 
warming and is good for digestion. It 
is also anti-spasmodic and antiseptic.

Nutmeg 
 helps lower blood pressure. 

Cloves are antiseptic — dentists 
used to use clove oil to soothe gums. 
Cloves are good for gastric discomfort. 
This is a warming, healing spice.

Star anise is the star-shaped fruit of an 
evergreen native to China. It tastes a bit 
like licorice and is a stimulant and diuretic, 
and is thought to relieve sore throats.

Black pepper  
has anti-inflammatory qualities.

Coriander seeds  
aid in digestion.

Ginger is among the herbs/spices on my 
healing herbs list. It helps the circulation, 
is an expectorant, and is calming to the 
stomach.

farm to fork :: chai tea

Quick Chai Tea Recipe
With just a few minutes and ground pantry 

spices, you can make healthful, satisfying Chai tea. 
Make it plain or add frothed milk for a latte!

Ingredients for Plain Chai tea
2 cups water
1 teaspoon cinnamon
½ teaspoon each: ginger, cardamom, and nutmeg
⅛ teaspoon allspice
Pinch of cloves
2 black tea bags
Sweetener of choice

Instructions
Bring water and spices to a boil.
Turn off heat, cover, and let spices infuse for five 
minutes.
Turn the heat back on, add the tea, and remove from 
heat. Cover and let infuse three more minutes.
Strain. Sweeten to taste.

For Chai Latte
Ingredients

1 cup milk
Sweetener to taste
Cinnamon and/or nutmeg (optional)

Instructions
Bring milk and sweetener to a simmer. Remove from 
heat and froth if you like.
Pour a half cup chai tea into a mug and pour in  
enough warm milk to your liking.
Sprinkle with a dash of cinnamon and/or nutmeg.  
Enjoy!

“Instant” Chai Tea
Start with Chai spice tea bags and you’re good to go!

Ingredients
2 Chai spice tea bags
⅓ cup boiling water
¾ cup milk
Sweetener to taste
Cinnamon and/or nutmeg (optional)

Instructions
Infuse the tea in boiling water for three to five  
minutes, then strain.
Heat milk, then froth if you like. Combine Chai 
tea and milk, sweeten to taste, then sprinkle 
with cinnamon and/or nutmeg if desired.



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018  ||  25

Chai Tea Mix in a Jar
Let the little ones help mix this up. This is an awesome gift for 

teachers, neighbors, and service people. This Chai tea recipe makes a 
rich, creamy drink and is one of my most requested. Write instructions 
for storage and serving on gift tag if you are giving this to someone.

Ingredients
¾ cup powdered milk
1 ¼  cups non-dairy powdered coffee creamer
1 ½  cups powdered French vanilla flavored coffee creamer
2  cups sugar
1 ¼  cups brown sugar, packed
2 cups plain instant tea, unsweetened
1 tablespoon cinnamon or little more to taste
1 ¼  teaspoon each: ground cloves, ground cardamom
1 ½ teaspoons nutmeg
¾  teaspoon allspice
¼ teaspoon white or black pepper, finely ground

Instructions
Whisk all ingredients together.
In blender or food processor, blend one cup at a time 
until the mixture is the consistency of fine powder.
Makes about nine cups of mix. Store tightly at room temperature.
To serve:
To serve, stir two heaping tablespoons of Chai tea mix into a 
mug of hot milk or water. I like milk for its creamy texture.

Gilding the Lily
Top your Chai tea latte with a dollop of whipped cream, then  

sprinkle with cinnamon and/or nutmeg if you like.

Pumpkin Chai Latte
You can turn any Chai tea latte into pumpkin Chai. After straining 

the milk mixture, whisk in pumpkin purée to taste. Start with a 
tablespoon or so and go from there. Top finished Chai with whipped  
cream and a sprinkling of pumpkin pie spice.

Adding Non-Traditional Herbs
I dry herbs like lemon verbena, mint, stevia, and rose geranium to 

add to my dried teas. These lend natural sweetness and nutrition.  
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farm to fork :: kitchen gifts

BY RITA HEIKENFELD

The holidays will soon be upon us, and that 
means finding the perfect gift for everyone 
on the list. I’ve got the answer for those hard-

to-buy-for folks. Give them a gift from the heart 
and hands! It’s fun to gather friends and family in 
your kitchen to make irresistible, edible treats. 

My easy, make-ahead limoncello recipe heads the list.  
With this limoncello recipe, you’ll be raising a toast  
and shouting “Saluti!”

For the holidays, nothing beats a homemade pound 
cake and the heirloom recipe I’m sharing has a  
wonderful, light almond flavor. The perfect cake to  
take to friends.

Salted chocolate clusters fill the bill when you want 
an easy, trendy candy that rivals its candy shop 
counterpart.

When time is of the essence (which is most days, 
right?) whip up the goat cheese log studded with cran-
berries, herbs, and pine nuts. With its holiday colors of 
red and green, it makes an unusual savory appetizer.

BY RITA HEIKENFELD

MAKE 
AHEAD 
GIFTS  

FROM THE 
KITCHEN
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“Why not upset the apple cart? If you don’t, the apples will rot anyway.” - Frank A. Clark

Lemon peels infusing in vodka.

CHANGE IT UP!
Sometimes I’ll add the 

peel of one orange 
along with the lemon. 

This double citrus 
makes the limoncello 

sweeter.

So Many Ways to Enjoy This Limoncello Recipe!
Serve straight or over ice chips, mix with sparkling wine or mineral 
water and a lemon curl, toss with fresh fruit, serve over ice cream, 

frozen yogurt, or a simple cake.

Easy Limoncello Recipe
I’ve traveled to Italy several times and on each of 

those occasions, I enjoyed limoncello. So I just had 
to develop a limoncello recipe to make at home.

This Italian lemon liqueur is expensive to buy and 
an elegant addition to your party or dinner drink 
offerings. The great thing about this limoncello recipe is  
it keeps just about forever in the freezer. Make now 
for gift giving.

Ingredients
2 ½ to 3 pounds lemons**
1 quart/liter good quality vodka
3 cups granulated sugar
2 ½ cups water

Instructions
Pour vodka in a large glass jar.
Remove peel from lemons with a vegetable peeler 
or sharp knife. Take off all of the pith — that’s the 
white part — from the peel as it is really bitter. 
If you can’t get it all off, do the best you can. 
Place peel in a glass jar with vodka and cover.
Let sit at room temperature for at least one week 
to infuse flavor from the lemon peels. Some 
recipes recommend a dark place. I like to leave 
it out on my counter just to see the color change 
and smell the lemon aroma when I open the 
jar. The vodka will take on the color and flavor 
of the lemon as it steeps. You can leave the 
lemon peels in the vodka for a few weeks.
After the infusion is complete, strain.
Bring the sugar and water to a simmer and stir until 
the sugar dissolves and thickens a bit. Let cool and 
then add that to vodka mixture and stir until blended.
Pour into bottles and seal.
Chill a month in the refrigerator to cure, or 
two weeks in the freezer before using.
** Thick-skinned lemons work well in this limoncello 
recipe. They have more skin surface area and are 
easier to peel than smaller, thinner-skinned lemons.
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Frangipane Pound Cake AKA Visiting Cake

This is a good keeper, covered, at room tem-
perature. It sounds fancy — frangipane just  
means there’s almond flavor in the cake. This is  
a third generation family cake, and a nice cake 
to tote. We like to serve it with a glass of  
homemade eggnog.

Ingredients
CAKE
1 cup/2 sticks unsalted butter, 
room temperature
1 cup granulated sugar
3 large eggs, room temperature
1 ¾ teaspoons vanilla extract
1 can, 12 ½ oz., almond filling (not  
almond paste)
2 ¼ cups all-purpose flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
½ teaspoon salt
¼ cup milk or half & half

GLAZE
1 ½ cups powdered sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla
3 to 4 tablespoons milk

Instructions
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Grease and flour 10-inch tube pan or 12-cup 
Bundt pan.
Beat butter and sugar until light and fluffy.
Add eggs, one at a time (beating well after  
each) and vanilla.
Mix in almond filling until blended.
Whisk flour, baking powder, and salt together.
Add to almond mixture alternately with milk,  
beginning and ending with flour mixture. Mix  
until blended. Pour into pan. Bake 50 to 55  
minutes or until a toothpick inserted in center  
comes out clean.
Cool in pan on wire rack 10 minutes. Remove 
from pan and cool completely on rack.
Whisk glaze ingredients together and drizzle 
glaze on top.

farm to fork :: kitchen gifts

TIP:
It’s important to grease and flour the pan to 
prevent sticking. After you grease the pan, toss 
in enough flour to coat bottom and sides. Shake 
excess out. Or use a baking spray containing flour.

Testing Baking Powder
If your baking powder has been hanging around in 

the pantry for a while, it’s best to test the leavening 
power before baking.

Just add a teaspoon of baking powder into a half 
cup of warm water. If it fizzes right away, the baking 
powder has leavening power; if not, toss it out and 
buy new.

When you open a new can of baking powder, write 
the month and year somewhere on the can. After 
opening, baking powder will last a year or so in a 
cool, dry place away from light.
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Ingredients
18 oz. pkg. bittersweet quality chocolate chunks
6 oz. dried cherries, cut into small slivers
6 oz. slivered almonds, toasted
6 plump dried apricots, diced or snipped 
into small slivers with scissors
Coarse salt to sprinkle on top of clusters

Instructions
Roast almonds in a 350-degree oven just until fragrant 
and golden, stirring a couple times for a total of six to 
eight minutes. Be careful as they can burn easily.
Melt chocolate in a nonstick pan over low heat 
or in a double boiler. Remove from heat when 
some lumps remain and stir until smooth.
Stir in cherries, almonds, and apricots.
Use a small ice cream scoop or spoon to 
scoop out and place on a sprayed parch-
ment lined or waxed paper lined pans.
Sprinkle very, very lightly with salt (just a few granules) 
and refrigerate until hard. I store mine in the refrigerator 
between pieces of parchment paper.

Ingredients
1 log, 8 oz., plain goat cheese/chèvre
2 oz. cream cheese
¹⁄₈ teaspoon cayenne pepper powder 
or ½ teaspoon black pepper
½ cup dried cranberries, chopped fine
2-3 tablespoons pine nuts, toasted (toasting optional)
Palmful fresh parsley, minced
2-3 teaspoons fresh or dried rosemary, chopped
Crackers, flatbread, or French baguettes

Instructions
Mix goat cheese, cream cheese, and pepper together.
Place on a square of plastic wrap and roll up,  
enclosing in plastic wrap as you go. Shape into a 
seven to eight-inch log. This can be done a 
day ahead.
Mix cranberries, nuts, parsley, and rosemary  
together.
Roll log in the cranberry mixture, coating all sides 
and pressing gently to make the mixture stick.
Cover and refrigerate one hour or up to 12 
hours. Serve with crackers or bread.

Goat Cheese Log with Cranberries, Pine Nuts, and Herbs
The cranberries add a sweetness to the pungent goat cheese. The nuts, herbs, and pepper add color and flavor.

TIP
Can’t seem to make a smooth log?  
After rolling in plastic wrap, place in  
a paper towel cardboard insert cut to fit  
the roll. With a back and forth motion,  
continue to roll the log until smooth.

Salted Dark Chocolate Nut Clusters
This is the ultimate cluster for the chocolate lover  

on your list.

farm to fork :: kitchen gifts
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BY  
CHERIE DAWN HAAS

Country life :: grapevine crafts

One of the beauties of homesteading is learning 
how to use everything that’s available to us in 
some way, and if you grow grapes for wine or 

jelly, that resourcefulness includes making grapevine 
crafts. I discovered this firsthand a few years ago after 
pruning hundreds of our vines one season. During 
our usual practice of burning the cuttings, I had an 
epiphany — I could craft the cut vines into shapes and 
turn them into pieces of art instead of piles of ashes.

My vision, because my pieces were relatively short 
(we keep our vines pruned from spring through fall), 
was to take the two to four-foot sticks of vines and 
create one of my favorite shapes — a star. In addition to 
stars, I realized there’s a wonderful variety of grapevine 
crafts you can make as a fun piece of primitive art or 
even as a supplement to your income. And if you’re 
a full-time homesteader, this is a great way to turn 
your extra vine cuttings into a small craft business.

Aside from selling the grapevine crafts, I have also 
made them as thank-you gifts to those who help us 
manage our vineyard throughout the year. At harvest 
time, for example, our family and friends can take home 
a jar of homemade concord jelly, a batch of fresh eggs, 
or a grapevine star — all which come from the very 
land they appreciate as much as we who live here do.

HOW TO MAKE GRAPEVINE CRAFTS
You only need a few supplies, some you may already 

have on hand if you grow grapes — pruners, scissors, 
twine, crafting wire, and wire cutters. A photo reference 
of a star with complete lines will be helpful the first 
time you make a star-shaped wreath, so you can see the 
angles and the way the lines (sticks) cross each other.

HOW TO 

Cra t with
Grapevines
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Option One: To make a star wreath, gather 15 vines 
that are similar in thickness and cut to the same length 
(anywhere from two- to four-feet long works well). 
You can keep the curls of tendrils to add character, but 
snip off-shoots for a nice, straight(ish) piece of wood.

Each line of the star will be made from three of the 
sticks. Line up two sets of three in a V-shape and tie the 
intersection with a one-foot piece of twine you’ve cut 
with the scissors. Continue to wrap the twine around 
the intersection. I have found that the outside corners 
do well if you wrap the twine around the outside 
of the sticks only. This makes it easier to adjust the 
angles of the star corners as you add more pieces.

Take the next set of three sticks and tie them to 
one of the untied ends of the V so that the new 
set of sticks points toward the inside of the V. 
Note that you’ll want to tie off the twine on the 
same side each time you add to the star, creating 
a front side and a back side of the wreath.

Continue adding the remaining sets of vines and 
securing the corners with twine until you’re happy 
with the shape. Don’t worry if it turns out lopsided at 
first; as you gain practice and a better understanding of 
exactly how to place the sticks (which varies depending 
on the sizes), your stars will become more uniform.

Last, use the wire to more permanently secure 
the corners; you can even tie some wire around the 
interior intersections to make it good and tight.

Option Two: To make a circle wreath with grapevines, 
start with as long a vine as you can cut. If the vine 
has extra pieces growing off of it, keep them because 
these will add substance to the wreath. While you 
can work with the star wreath pieces when they are 
completely dry, a secret technique to making wood 
pliable for a circle shape is to soak it in water first. This 
will make it more flexible and it won’t break as easily.

Holding the thicker end of the vine, begin folding 
it into a circle, similar to how you would wind up 
a hose. As you turn the wreath, begin tucking the 
vine into itself, around the outside and then inside 
of the circle as you go. The vine itself will dictate 
how big it will be as a wreath; you will see quickly 
how it will take the perfect size circular shape when 
you first begin to work with it — especially do not 
try to force it to be smaller; when it comes to nature, 
in most cases it is much easier to go with the flow.

You can add more lengths of the vine to the circle until 
you get it as thick and full as you like. Simply continue 
to weave the vines and tuck them into the open spaces. 
Use wire to secure the vines here and there as you go.

Once your circle or star wreath is complete, you 
have the option of giving it a coat of Polyurethane 

The author with a star wreath 
she made from pruned vines on 
their one-acre vineyard.

This is the beginning of a wreath; you can see how 
the end has been tucked through the circle.

Finished wreaths can be customized for any look.

“There is no greatness where there is no simplicity, goodness and truth.” - Leo Tolstoy
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spray to seal the wood and give it 
a pretty sheen. Note, however, that 
even if you spray it, the wreath 
will last much longer if it is hung 
under a porch awning or indoors. 
Another option is to spray paint it 
if you want it to be a special color to 
match your décor or an occasion.

WAYS TO SELL 
GRAPEVINE CRAFTS

You might already make the rounds 
as a patron at local craft shows, but 
once you have created an inventory 
of grapevine crafts you could think 
about renting a booth space. Consider 
decorating some of the wreaths with 
silk flowers, burlap, lights, or ribbons, 
but remember that many people love 
the primitive look of the bare wood, 
and others will choose to decorate 
it themselves to match their décor.

Research what other people in your 
area are selling their wreaths for; you 
do not want to overcharge customers 
or undercut your neighbors.

We have seen a growing trend in 
events at which friends can meet at a 
winery, taste the various wines, and 
take a painting class together for a 
light-hearted evening out. Why not 
organize a gathering to make wreaths 
together? Hosting a party like this for 
a fee and using the materials you have 
already growing on your farm is a 
great way to add some extra holiday 
spending money to your budget, 
and to get new people to visit your 
homestead and see what else you have 
to offer if you sell homemade soaps 
or if you sell eggs as a business, for 
example. Consider treating your guests 
to grape-themed drinks and snacks; 
you could even send them home with 
a complimentary jar of jelly or a stuffed 
grape leaves recipe just for fun.

The key is to make it special — this 
will have your guests coming back 
and bringing more and more friends, 
helping to support your homestead 
and creating lasting memories.  

Right: Wreath courtesy of 
Country Heart Florist in 

Alexandria, Kentucky

You can even make a cone/tree shape by winding the vines around a 
frame and stapling the vines to the frame once placed. Add Christmas 
lights for a homey, warm touch. 
Wreath courtesy of Country Heart Florist in Alexandria, Kentucky

Country life :: grapevine crafts



NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2018  ||  35

SHARE YOUR DREAMS 
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From: (☐ please renew my subscription at this special low rate.)

Gift #1:
Name:  ________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________
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If you want a simple gift for someone 
who you know is interested in simple 
country living, there is no question 
about it: 
Countryside will be a treasure  
and you’ll be a hero! 

Subscription Deals:
• Give a gift of Countryside and SAVE off the cover price: 
 you pay just $15 for an entire year.*
• Order 3 or more gifts and SAVE even more: just $14 each.*
• YES, you can count your own renewal as one of the three.
• And we’ll send each recipient an attractive gift card by first class mail.
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Name:  ________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________

City, State, Zip __________________________________________
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Name:  ________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________
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Charge my 
Visa/MC # ___________________________
Exp. date: ____________CVV#:  __________
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(3 or more subscriptions are $14 each.)

Use another sheet of paper if you would  
prefer not to cut this magazine OR if you’d 
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36  ||  COUNTRYSIDE & SMALL STOCK JOURNAL

Rainbow Mealworms
Live worms grown in sunny California direct to your door!  
SAMPLER PACK includes *250 Giant Mealworms 
* 1000 Large Mealworms * 1000 Small Mealworms 
* 250 Waxworms * 250 Superworms. 
$35.00 
www.rainbowmealworms.net

Green Goo  -  Poultry Pack 
POULTRY FIRST AID KIT: Our 100% all natural Poultry First Aid Kit 
is the perfect complement for your coop, whether it’s in your back-
yard or on the homestead. The kit includes a gentle Poultry Wash, 
along with Poultry Bugs Be Gone spray (which safely repels insects), 
Respiratory Care for relief from colds, coughs and roup, and Animal 
First Aid for wounds, cuts, scrapes, prolapsed vents and more.

$34.95
greengoohelps.com/collections/animal/products/poultry-first-aid-set

Kraut Source – 
Fermentation Kit
Fermentation made easy with small 
batches. Fermented foods improve gut 
health and offers so many more health 
benefits. Made to last (and reusable) 
with stainless steel, this kit gives you 
everything to get started. See web-
site for pricing, videos and more. 

www.krautsource.com

Magic Zoo
The Magic Zoo Handcrafted Jewelry 
New Mexico artist Merry Rosenfield, 
has been creating delightful jewelry 
for over 25 years! You will enjoy 
her unique designs in silver, gold, 
pewter, enamel and bronze. One of 
a kind custom designs available.

www.themagiczoo.com

SPONSORED

Countryside Gifting Guide

doTERRA Essential Oils
INTRODUCTORY KIT
These 5 ml. bottles of Certified Pure 
Therapeutic Grade essential oils, 
Lavender, Lemon and Peppermint, 
will serve your family well. Included 
are suggested uses including bug 
bite and burn relief, internal cleans-
ing, and muscle tension relief. 

Retail: $26.67  |  Wholesale: $20.00
www.doterra.com/US/
en/p/introductory-kit
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Tending the garden, preserving the 
harvest, mucking the stalls, cleaning 
the coop; these are just a few of the 

tasks that rack up on the daily homestead to-
do list. Now add changing diapers, feeding 
the baby, making lunches, keeping the kids 
entertained, and sorting out arguments 
between siblings. How on earth is there 
enough time in a day to get it all done?

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed when 
homesteading with kids. However, I’ve 
found there are a few tricks that do help 
when trying to maintain the homestead 
with small children in tow. Personally 
having two kids under the age of five 
while running a six-acre farm, I’ve had to 
learn to be more efficient and multitask 

differently. These tips have helped me 
to achieve a better sense of balance.

THE WRAP
For years I’ve clung to a photograph I saw 

hanging from the wall at a gallery. It showed 
a woman with her infant child secured to her 
with a wrap. She was cradling the sleeping 
babe against her body while she was working 
in a rice paddy, a huge basket full of her 
harvest at her feet. If she could safely work 
outdoors with her child why couldn’t I? For 
the more mundane, less physically taxing 
jobs on the farm, I was inspired to carry my 
baby in a wrap. There are many different 
styles and holds that will safely secure 
the baby based on age and weight. Tasks 

Tips for 
Homesteading 
with  
Small Children

Country life :: homesteading with kids

BY ANGELA FERRARO-FANNING
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SIMPLER
STRONGER
FASTER
...than any 
Hydraulic 
Log Splitter!

 

FREE
SHIPPING

1 YEAR
TRIAL

SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY. CALL OR GO ONLINE FOR DETAILS.

EASY
FINANCING

19
44

3X
 ©
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01
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SO SIMPLE it’s practically maintenance free. 
There are no hydraulic pumps, valves, pistons, 
hoses or fl uids to leak or replace—EVER.

SO STRONG its cast iron fl ywheel and hardened 
steel components show almost no wear after 
splitting hundreds of cords.

DR® KINETIC LOG SPLITTERS
SO FAST it is the world’s fastest splitter. 
Splits anything a hydraulic splitter will—
but in one-sixth the time!

ELECTRIC MODELS TOO!

Split wood 
indoors!

PRICE
DROP!
Now Starting at

$49999

ON ALL MODELS

    DRlogsplitters.com 
888-212-1186

Go Online or Call for FREE DVD & Catalog!

TOLL
FREE

Free account type includes access
to a full demo video and FarmersWeb’s

“Guide to Working with Wholesale Buyers”

INFORM YOUR BUYERS

SAVE TIME, REDUCE ERRORS

BE FLEXIBLE

Make it easy for buyers to know your
real-time availability, order minimums,
lead times, delivery zones and pick-
up locations.

Manage all orders in one place with
harvest lists, packing slips, invoices and
financial reports.

Offer online ordering but also
manage orders for buyers that call or
email. Offer terms, select pricing, handle 
order add-ons, credits and more!

www.farmersweb.com
SOFTWARE FOR YOUR FARM SM

SM
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that allow for an upright posture such as trellising 
tomatoes, picking fruit from berry bushes or orchard 
trees, or packaging fresh eggs for the farmstand are 
all a good fit. The temperature outdoors is worth 
noting when wrapping a baby to your body as they 
can easily overheat. Activities requiring bending or 
lifting should be avoided while the baby is in tow.

THE STROLLER
I think our stroller was my favorite and most used 

carrier for my little ones on the farm. With the baby 
securely fastened in, I was free to move about in any 
way I needed for farm chores or manual labor. So long 
as the stroller was in “park” and in the shade, I could 
harvest from our potager, work with my horses, and 
clean the coops. My baby was always close to me and 
I loved the utility stroller for its storage underneath; 
a perfect place for my phone, water bottles, garden 
trowel, harvest basket, pacifiers, and baby blankets.

THE OUTDOOR PLAYPEN
My youngest son is currently approaching one year 

old. He’s no longer interested in staying in a stroller 
or baby wrap; he wants to explore. Right now I’ve 
adopted the use of an outdoor play yard for chore 
time. I pop up the playpen in just a few minutes next to 
where I’ll be working and then affix a pop-up canopy 
for shade. I then add a few favorite toys and books. 
This is another solution that allows for free range of 
motion while keeping me readily available to my child.

HIRE A BABYSITTER
There are times and situations where it’s not 

suitable for a child to tag along on the farm. For these 
occasions, I recommend a babysitter or other trusted 
caregiver. Seasonal help is certainly an option as 
needed; getting help with childcare doesn’t mean a 
year-long daycare commitment. For example, when it 
was time to spring seed the crops for the year and then 
transplant them outdoors, I needed time. I brought a 
babysitter into the home for only six weeks and for 
just a few hours each day. This allowed me the time 
to seed as needed, to transplant our seedlings, and 
to get a few chores completed uninterrupted. Once 
we reached maintenance mode later in the season, I 
then returned to homesteading with kids as normal.

BRING THE KIDS ALONG
One of the reasons that my husband and I adopted 

a back-to-the-land lifestyle was so that my kids could 
experience first-hand where their food comes from. I 
love nothing more than holding my one-year-old son 
on my hip while my five-year-old is in tow with the egg 

Country life :: homesteading with kids
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basket. We all head to the coop together to 
collect the eggs. It’s significant to me that my 
kids feel homesteading is important and that 
the farm is theirs, that they also have a sense 
of ownership, and that my children learn 
homesteading. I think this is accomplished 
through encouraging their involvement. 
For example, I purchased a children’s size 
beekeeper suit for my oldest and invite him to 
join me in monthly beehive inspections. He is 
very comfortable suiting up and can readily 
point out the queen bee, drones, and workers.

Regular harvests are also a great 
opportunity to work together as a family. 
I can honestly say my oldest son loves 
pulling up carrots or potatoes just as much 
as playing a video game. Walking our trails 
for summer wineberries is also a family event 
in our home; everyone carries a basket.

OPERATE ON KIDS’ TIME
I love crossing completed chores off my list 

and I can happily hop from one chore to the 
next. It was a surprise to me to discover that 
this doesn’t work so well with children. Now 
I’m a big believer in operating on kids’ time 
— adapting my schedule and daily routine 
to suit theirs. My youngest naps best in the 
mornings so I do my farm chores at that time 

Country life :: homesteading with kids
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(personally I much prefer to do 
them in the afternoons). My oldest 
child returns home from school 
every day at 3:30 p.m. This means 
any pressing tasks for the day need 
to be done before he arrives. After 
that, I try to operate on his time, 
making myself fully present for 
my children. Additionally, if my 
children are ill or if the weather 
is too extreme for them to be out 
of doors, my plans for the day 
will also require rearranging.

Raising children is hard. Farming 
is hard. Combine the two and your 
hands are overflowing. Above all, 
I believe that the best approach 
to feeling balanced is to give 
yourself grace and patience. To 
understand that there is no magic 
cloning machine and that you 
are just one person. If certain 
things aren’t crossed off the to-
do list today, what’s the worst 
that can happen? When feeling 
overwhelmed by trying to balance 
the homestead, the kids, and 
the home, I try to step back and 
remind myself of my priorities.  
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Country life :: bees

Plant Now  
for  

Early Spring 
Bee Food

BY ANGI SCHNEIDER
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For most gardeners, fall is the time to bring in the 
last of the harvest, preserve and store what you’ve 
harvested, and put the garden to bed for the winter. 

But fall is also a good time to plant early flowering plants 
for bees. When bees emerge in the early spring, they’re 
hungry and there’s very little for them to forage.

What and when you plant will depend on your climate 
and growing conditions; what grows in my area might not 
grow well in yours and vice versa. One thing I like to do is 
to observe and make notes of what flowers I see bees visit-
ing regularly and when. I encourage you to do the same.

In the heat of the summer, I notice that a lot of bees 
visit our native heather and salvia. These plants 
bloom almost year round here but it’s not until the 
dead of summer when most other plants are no longer 
flowering that bees really start visiting them.

The same thing happens in the early spring. 
When there’s not a lot to choose from, bees will 
collect whatever pollen and nectar they can. Plant-
ing flowers that attract bees and bloom in early 
spring will help the bees get off to a good start.

TIPS FOR PLANTING SPRING FLOWERS FOR BEES
Some of the earliest flowering plants are often bulbs 

that overwinter in the ground. Bulbs are usually planted 
in the fall; and as a general rule, bulbs are planted at a 
depth of three times their height with the pointy side up.

Fall can also be a good time to sow seeds that you 
would need to be stratified for spring planting. Many 
flowering perennials can also be planted in the fall.

If you’re buying seeds or plants, make sure they 
are not treated with neonicotinoids (neonics), which 
are a group of insecticides that are related to nicotine. 
The insecticide is absorbed by all parts of the plants to 
ward off sucking insects such as aphids. However, the 
insecticide is also found in the pollen and nectar of the 
plant making it harmful to bees and other pollinators. 
Studies have shown that it can take up to months or 
even years for plants to break down this insecticide 
and that the insecticide can contaminate the soil.

At this time, many nurseries are phasing out plants 
and seeds that are treated with neonicotinoids and 
most are clearly labeled. So, check the label on all plants 
but especially the plants that attract bees to be sure 
you’re not planting plants that will harm pollinators.

496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, NC 28659
~ Manufacturer Of Quality Beekeeping Supplies Since 1976 ~

www.MillerBeeSupply.com • 888-848-5184 • info@millerbeesupply.com

Manufacturer Of Quality
Beekeeping Supplies Since 1976

• Beginner Kits
• Feeders & Bee Feed
• Frames
• Honey Removal, Processing, & Storage
• Books and Signs
• Protective Wear
• Smokers
• Queen Supplies
• Tools and Hardware
and much More!

Your Beekeeping 
Experts Since 1976!
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Snake’s Head Fritillary Bulbs (Fritilliaria 
melegris) These are some of the first pollen 
sources available to bees. Snake’s head fritillary 
can be grown in USDA cold hardiness zones three 
to 10 and will grow to about 10 inches tall. They like 
full sun but will tolerate partial shade. Deer and 
squirrels don’t care for them, so they’re a great 
option if deer and squirrels like to eat your plants.

Grape Hyacinth Bulbs (Muscari armeniacum) This 
plant supplies much-needed early spring nectar for 
bees. They grow best in zones four to eight but can 
be grown in zones three and nine. They like full sun 
but will tolerate partial shade. They’ll also tolerate 
black walnuts so they make a great understory for 
black walnut trees. They are deer resistant and will 
tolerate clay soil which is something most bulbs 
will not tolerate. Grape hyacinth will send their 
leaves up in the fall but not flower until the spring.
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Snowdrops Bulbs (Galanthus nivalis) These 
early bloomers will grow in zones three to 
seven; they do not really like warm winters. 
They like full sun but will tolerate light shade. 
They grow to about four to six inches tall. Rab-
bits and deer tend to leave snowdrops alone so 
this is another great choice if wildlife likes to eat 
your plants. Like most other bulbs snowdrops 
like well-drained soil with a lot of hummus.

Winter Aconites (Eranthis hyemalis) Aconites 
grow well in zones three to seven, in full sun or 
partial shade. They prefer slightly alkaline soil but 
will grow in any reasonably fertile soil. They only 
grow to a height of about three to four inches so 
they are a great addition to the edges of flower 
beds or walkways. They are somewhat fussy to 
germinate; the tubers can be soaked overnight 
before planting to improve germination rate.

Crocus (Crocus sp) These beauties grow well in 
zones three to eight; they prefer full sun but will 
tolerate partial shade. They grow to about three to 
six inches tall. Squirrels like to dig up crocus corms, 
so consider covering the ground with hardware 
cloth or chicken wire for the first month or two 
after planting. Rabbits also like to feast on crocus 
so if you have a large rabbit problem crocus might 
not be the best plants for bees for you to grow.

Flowering Hellebores (Helleborus sp) These are 
some of the earliest flowering plants for bees and 
will sometimes bloom while there is still snow on the 
ground. While they’ll grow in zones three to nine, 
they do need 60 days of chilling so they might not 
grow in all zone nine areas. If sowing seeds expect 
to wait two to three years before they bloom. This 
is one plant that is better to purchase than to grow 
from seed. They can be propagated by dividing  
each fall so you don’t need many plants to start with.

EARLY FLOWERING PLANTS FOR BEES
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Lungwort (Pulmonaria sp) Lungwort grows in 
zones three to eight and prefers moist, shady 
soil. It grows to a height of about 12 inches. The 
leaves are interesting as they are spotted and 
one plant will have more than one flower color. 
They can add visual interest to flower beds while 
supplying bees with an early nectar source.

Native Primroses (Oenothera speciosa) These 
natives are related to evening primrose although 
they look different, bloom during the day, and 
are usually pink. They’re often called pink butter-
cups. They love full sun and can often be found 
growing in vacant lots and pastures. They can 
be propagated by seed, root divisions, and cut-
tings. They grow wild and have been cultivated 
across much of North America. Be warned, 
they’re considered a weed in some areas.

Dandelions (Taraxacum officinale) Although 
considered a weed, dandelions are another 
plant that is an early food for bees. You can pur-
chase dandelion seeds from wildflower or herb 
seed companies. Or just don’t mow the pretty 
yellow flowers when they pop up on your prop-
erty and let them reseed themselves. Dandelions 
grow wild over almost all of North America.

This is just a short list of  
early flowering plants for bees; 
there are many more to choose 

from. It’s important to pick 
plants that will grow in your 
climate and are not treated 
with neonicotinoids. Your 

local county extension office 
or local nursery can help you 
pick plants that will provide 
both pollen and nectar for 

early spring bees.

Country life :: bees
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homesteading :: fire risk

Flammable materials are abundant on every 
farm and homestead. Barn and coop fires are 
an unfortunately common issue, but there are a 

few critical things we can do to avoid a catastrophe.
For more than 15 years I’ve been serving my com-

munity as a volunteer firefighter, and over those last 
15 years, I’ve seen a few too many farm fires. Fire pre-
paredness is something that I take seriously on my farm, 
and I’ve unconsciously formed a few basic ground rules 
for managing flammable materials and the risk of fire.

FLAMMABLE MATERIALS
Let’s first identify the materials in question here. There 

are the obvious fuels such as gasoline, diesel, kerosene, 
and propane, but there’s more. Most paint products, 
such as paint thinner and mineral spirits are also highly 
flammable. Many automotive fluids are flammable, and 
so are many products used in wood finishing. Don’t 
forget those cans of brake cleaner, WD-40, or all those 
other cans of ethyl-methyl bad stuff. All these and more 
can be found at nearly every farm, yours included.

FARMING SPECIFIC FLAMMABLES
How about the more natural flammable mate-

rials? Grain dust is known to be dangerous in 
silos, and hay fires can spell disaster in so many 
ways. Staw, wood shavings, and other bedding 

material, albeit not as volatile as, say, gasoline, is 
still something that can contribute to a barn fire.

TRAGEDY
The most tragic fires I’ve seen include attached 

structures and livestock areas. Many old farms 
in New England have barns attached to the farm 
residence. The reasoning was, farmers could walk 
from house to barn and back while avoiding the 
snow and rain. It’s a solid theory, but when a 
fire takes the barn, it destroys the home too.

Additionally, most old livestock barns have haylofts 
above the livestock. This is quite convenient, but when 
that hay went up in flames, so did everything else. 
Most barn fires I’ve been to resulted in lost livestock, 
usually horses, lamas, sheep, and chickens. Barn 
cats are another unfortunate loss we usually see.

Flammable liquids and compressed fuel gas, 
such as propane, really complicate structure fires. 
If these materials become part of the fire, they 
accelerate the fire and present explosive hazards.

ISOLATION
If you’re building on your farm and are not already 

committed to specific structures, here are a few 
thoughts to consider. You can mitigate the risk of 
losing everything in a disastrous fire by isolating flam-
mable materials, preferably in separate structures.

Minimizing Fire Risk  
ON THE FARM

BY JEREMY CHARTIER
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“A book gives knowledge, but it is life that gives understanding.” - Hebrew Proverb

HAY
Having a hay barn separate from your livestock 

barn is desirable, instead of having hay storage 
inside your livestock barn. Dry hay will make a 
small fire into an uncontrollable blaze quickly.

Don’t forget that hay that has been put away while 
the core moisture content is too high can cause fires also. 
Just like how a compost pile will heat up, wet hay will 
do likewise. The heat these bales produce can slowly 
build up until it’s so hot that the hay auto-ignites.

TOOLS AND TRACTORS
Having a separate workshop or shed to store 

your gas-fueled tools, tractors, and farm trucks 
is another way to isolate flammable materials 
from the rest of your farm. If you find yourself in 
need of a garage, don’t build it as an addition to 
an existing structure, make it a standalone garage 
with a distance between your other buildings.

COOP FIRES
Are you considering building a chicken coop on the 

farm? Don’t add it onto an existing barn either. Chicken 
coop fires have been on the rise in New England, usu-
ally caused by electrical fires started by a chicken heat 
lamp. Either the heat lamp overloads an inadequate 
circuit, or the bulb heats some flammable materials, 
such as hay, straw, or shavings, which in turn combust.

EXPOSURES
In firefighting speak, an exposure is a surface, 

usually of an adjacent structure, that runs the risk of 
catching fire during a structure fire. When respond-
ing to a structure fire in a close suburban area, it’s 
common to see firefighters wetting down the siding 
and roofs of neighboring homes. This is to prevent 
the spread of fire through radiation or flying embers. 
The closer the structures are to each other, the higher 
the risk of additional fires. If you’re building a new 
barn, consider giving yourself some distance between 
structures to lower the chance of fire spreading from 
one barn to the next, should the worst happen.

ACCESS
Don’t forget that in the event of a fire, firefighters 

need to get some rather large trucks to the scene. 
The easier it is for us to drive up to your barns and 
other structures, the faster we can put a stop to the 
fire itself. A quick stop on a structure fire reduces the 
potential for extension (fire going from the point of 
origin to another section or structure) and the pos-
sibility of fire moving to another structure on your 
property. Maintaining a large farm road that’s clear of 
obstructions will help us get to where we need to go.

CONTAINERS
Flammable materials need to be treated with 

caution and adequately contained. Do your best 
to keep fluids in their original containers, or in 
approved and labeled containers that are meant to 
hold the fuel in question. Improper labeling can lead 
to dangerous mistakes and storage in incompati-
ble containers can cause dangerous situations.

CABINETS FOR FLUIDS
The Occupational Safety and Health Administration 

(OSHA) requires commercial facilities to store their 
flammable materials, specifically volatile flammable liq-
uids, in specialized cabinets. These storage cabinets are 
designed to stop your containers of flammable materials 
from contributing to a fire. The theory being, if there is a 
fire or flame outside the closed cabinet, the cabinet will 

Actual fire cabinets are expensive, 
but any reasonably tight-closing steel 
cabinet will still work well to corral all 
your flammable materials.
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isolate your fuels and fluids from 
becoming part of the problem.

Fire cabinets per OSHA regulation 
need to seal tightly, have a three-
point latch system, be built of a 
reasonably thick sheet metal, and 
be fully enclosed. Some cabinets 
feature an optional vent, meant to 
be vented outside the building, but 
OSHA says this is reserved for nox-
ious or toxic fumes and typically not 
necessary for standard materials.

PRACTICAL APPLICATION
These flammable material cabinets 

can be prohibitively expensive, but 
applying the 
theory of con-
tainment isn’t. 
Any reasonably 
tight metal cabi-
net will give you 
a great place to 
store flammable 
materials safely, 
and guard these 
containers of 
volatile fluids 
from sparks or 
open flame. If 
you’re storing 
things like tool 
fuel, cleaners, 
painting sol-
vents, and other 
such things in 
a shop or farm 
garage, consider 
the use of a steel storage cabinet 
to contain these volatile fluids.

Farmers and homesteaders have 
a tendency to overload electrical 
circuits. Welding equipment such 
as this MIG welder requires a lot of 
electricity, so be sure your system 
is up to the job before using it.

ELECTRICAL FIRES
Farmers are very much a 

do-it-yourself sort of crowd. Farm-
ers build their own tools, repair their 
broken stuff, and build their own 
barns. If you have the desire and 

ability to do so, then by all means, 
build your structures yourself, 
but hire or consult an electrician.

Faulty or old electrical systems 
have caused many barn fires in 
my area, and most were prevent-
able. We tend to ask a lot of our 
barn’s receptacles, especially 
when we try to weld with 110-volt 
equipment, or supply heat to our 
barn with electricity. Be sure your 
electrical system is designed to 
support your intended uses.

PRE-PLAN
Every farm, homestead, and 

home should 
have a pre-plan. 
What do you do 
should the worst 
happen?  Do 
you have any 
fire evacuation 
procedures for 
your livestock? 
Does everyone 
know how to get 
out of a build-
ing, or where the 
fire extinguisher 
is? Is there a fire 
extinguisher? 
A solid, written 
pre-plan is a 
valuable tool 
you should 
create.

TALK TO YOUR FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

Fire departments like to be 
proactive. We keep a binder of pre-
plans in our command vehicles for 
specific properties which tells us 
where to pull in, where the closest 
water source is, and other pertinent 
things. Ask your local department 
if they’d like to look at your farm, 
draw a fire department pre-plan, 
and help you identify fire threats 
you may not have thought of. It’s an 
excellent conversation to have now 
before anything should happen.  

Flammable 
materials are 
abundant on 

every farm and 
homestead. Make 
a plan to avoid a 
fire catastrophe. 
Talk to your fire 

department.Farmers and homesteaders have 
a tendency to overload electrical 
circuits. Welding equipment such 
as this MIG welder requires a lot of 
electricity, so be sure your system is 
up to the job before using it.

homesteading :: fire risk
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Is there a best way to loosen rusted parts on the farm? I’m sure 
there is, but I’m more inclined to say; there’s the best way 
for each situation. Farmers and homesteaders, out of sheer 

necessity, work on some old, rusty farm tools and equipment. 
Sometimes you want to restore an old implement, sometimes the 
device you want to buy is no longer available new from the fac-
tory, and sometimes you need to make due with what you’ve got. 
In any case, there’s an old mechanic’s trick that can help you.

RUSTY STUFF
I’ve been fixing old rusty stuff since I was a kid. Some of my earliest 

memories are of dad and me working on the old Oliver/White 
tractor he used to own. It was a definite learning experience and a  
test of patience, mostly for my father. I had no patience to test, but  
then again, I was just a kid.

Some days, it would look like there was a rusted bolt or nut at every 
turn. Every project seemed to take five times as long as it should  
have, but dad taught me a few tricks along the way.

BEST WAY TO LOOSEN RUSTED PARTS
Patience alone may be the best way to loosen rusted parts since 

no matter what method you want to use, you need to use some 
degree of patience with it. Moving too fast, trying too hard, or 
being impatient either resulted in bloody knuckles, broken bolts, or 
tweaked back muscles. None of which were particularly useful.

PLANNING AHEAD
Penetrating lubricants such as PB Blaster take time to work, and 

the more time you let it work, the better. When I started working 

HOW TO  
LOOSEN 

RUSTED PARTS

homesteading :: rusted parts

BY JEREMY CHARTIER



54  ||  COUNTRYSIDE & SMALL STOCK JOURNAL

on stuff myself, I broke plenty of 
bolts, sockets and, possibly, brain 
cells. I’ve since learned the fine 
art of soaking my rusty parts.

LET IT SOAK
After having a breaker bar knock 

me in the skull one too many 
times, I started letting the rusty 
stuff soak in penetrating lubricant. 
An hour made a difference, but 
on the real rusty bolts, I’d spray it 
down every day for a week. If the 
part was going to give up under 
the persistence of penetrating oil, 
it would after a week. If it didn’t 
after a week, then I deemed it 
acceptable to up the stakes.

LEVERAGE IS KING
Sometimes, even though you’ve 

soaked a bolt for a week, it just 
needs a little more convincing. 
If a socket and ratchet or wrench 
don’t budge the offending part, 
adding torque to the equation 
may be the solution you need.

Breaker bars are a long steel 
bar with a swivel attachment 

that fits a socket. These bars 
are meant to give you a greater 
mechanical advantage on a bolt 
or nut so you can “break” it loose. 
Hence the name “breaker bar.”

CHEATER
Using a cheater bar is dangerous, 

but effective. I’m not about to say 
that cheater bars are the absolute 
best way to loosen rusted parts, but 
they’ve saved my bacon a few times.

Cheater bars can be any old 
tubular steel. I keep a few lengths 
of old pipe of varying length and 
diameter, which in a pinch, can be 
used to extend a breaker bar. The 
longer the bar, or the farther away 
from the socket you hold that pipe, 
the more leverage you can exert. 
Use it sparingly, because impossibly 
stuck bolts have been known to 
break loose with the slightest input 
when using a long cheater bar.

DOWNSIDE OF CHEATING
Using a cheater bar can be dan-

gerous, so be sure everyone is good 
and clear of the offending part. Wear 

your goggles too, because some-
times things don’t go as planned.

When you over torque a socket, 
it can shatter or crack when it fails. 
Doing this to a regular socket is 
asking for danger, so I suggest 
keeping a cheap set of impact grade 
sockets for dangerous duty. I say 
cheap because you’ll be angry if 
you break an expensive one.

BROKEN BOLTS
The other risk you run while 

using a cheater bar is possibly 
snapping off the bolt or stud. If the 
bolt is in a blind hole (threaded 
into a tapped hole instead of a nut 
on the other side), cheater bars 
are a dangerous game. If you’re 
lucky, the threaded stub left behind 
after a bolt snaps won’t sit flush 
with the surface it was bolted.

WELDER TO THE RESCUE
If you do have a bit of stud sitting 

above the surface, screwing a new 
nut on and welding it to the stub 
from inside the nut gives you a 
new chance to win the fight. Even 
a beginner welder should be able 
to pull off this simple task. Be sure 
you give everything time to cool 
off before trying your luck again.

DRILL AND TAP
If the welded nut trick won’t 

work, and the broken bolt is in a 
blind hole, then you’re stuck. The 
last resort you have is usually 
drilling out the bolt and re-tapping 
the hole. If you’re lucky, you can 
drill out part of the bolt and use 
an easy-out device, but I’ve never 
had much luck with them.

EASY OUTS
Easy outs are tools that either 

grip the inside of a drilled bolt 
or the outside of a broken bolt 
or stud. They are useful in rare 
circumstances, but as I said, I’ve 
not had good luck with them. Their 
theory is sound, but in practicality, 
I haven’t seen much success.

homesteading :: rusted parts

Heat is your friend but use it carefully.
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HEAT
The more I work on things, the 

less inclined I am to fiddle with 
less convincing methods of frozen 
bolt removal. For me, using an 
acetylene torch set is the best way 
to loosen rusted parts, at least most 
of the time. If a set of torches are 
not on your farm tools list yet, I 
suggest you invest in a good one.

BAD IDEAS
I’ve never met a bolt, nut, or 

flange that hasn’t eventually 
yielded to the proper use of an 
acetylene torch, however, it’s not 
always a good idea. When work-
ing on truck parts that are close 
to fuel tanks, struts, or shocks, 
open flame and indiscriminate 
heat is a bad idea. Bad things can 
happen, so try another method.

TORCH THEORY
If you want to unbolt a stubborn 

part with heat, be aware that simply 

heating everything 
won’t give you the 
desired result. The nut 
or whatever metal has 
the threaded hole is 
what needs to heat up, 
not the threaded shaft 
of the bolt or stud.

Warming a nut or part 
that something is bolted 
into expands the hole 
in which the object is 
threaded. By expanding 
this metal, the hole gets 
ever so slightly larger. 
By opening this hole up, 
tolerances are opened and 
rusty threads will move.

IMPACT TOOLS
I’m a fan of impact 

wrenches, either pneu-
matic or heavy-duty 
electric. Many stiff bolts 
and nuts need a hit 
from one of these tools 
to come loose, but they 
come in handy when 
heating a nut or bolt. The 
rhythmic torque pulse 

has a way of breaking rusty bolts 
free of their threaded confines easily, 
especially when heat is applied.

LAST RESORT
If the rusted offender is just too 

stubborn, sometimes you need to 
destroy it to remove it, and then 
replace it. You could spend hours 
fighting some bolts, but in the end, 
if there’s no need to save the bolt or 
extract the bolt from a part, cutting it 
may be the most reasonable answer.

There are devices meant to 
split metal nuts, but I haven’t had 
great luck with them. Cutting 
wheels on a grinder, a recipro-
cating saw, or a good old torch 
set may be your best bet.  

Penetrating lubricants and rust eliminators 
work of some tough stuff, when given the 
time to work. Be sure to read the instructions 
carefully!
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BY  
KATE ST. CYR

The old adage goes: a fence should 
be horse high, hog tight, and bull 
strong. In a homesteading lifestyle 

where livestock is raised, quality fencing 
is of the utmost priority. When I first got 
into raising pigs, I was told by some that 
they couldn’t be contained by electric. 
Pig fence had to be made of permanent 
panels because nothing else would 
contain them. I knew this couldn’t be 
true, and with proper training and a 
good design, there had to be a way.

Whether you’re raising pigs on pasture, 
or in the woods with a rotational grazing 
model, permanent fencing does not seem 
practical. It’s expensive, time-consuming 
to set up, disassemble, and move. Despite 
what I was told about an electric pig 
fence not being effective, I set out to do 
it anyway. With a good setup, I have 

successfully been able to contain 30-pound 
feeders, an 800-pound gilt, and every size 
in between without a single escape.

The key to a successful electric pig fence 
is using quality materials and taking your 
time to properly set it up. There are some 
scenarios where you can use a DIY fence, 
but in most cases, quality fencing is a wise 
investment that will serve you well for years. 
Let’s take a look at some common materials 
that are vital to success when containing pigs, 
and how to ensure they perform their best.

LOW IMPEDANCE CHARGER 
AND GROUNDING RODS

The backbone of any good electric fence 
is a quality charger and a strong ground. 
Low impedance chargers pulse short, 
strong currents as opposed to a continuous 
hot current. Whether you use a solar or a 

animals & livestoCk :: pigs

TOOLS FOR A SUCCESSFUL  
ELECTRIC PIG FENCE
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Corner t-post with plastic insulators 
add strength and allow the poly wire to 
be pulled tight.

 “I am not a pig farmer. The pigs had a great time, but I didn’t make any money.” - Willie Nelson

These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA. This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.
Use as directed. Individual results may vary.

BetterMAN and BetterWOMAN are the trademarks of Interceuticals, Inc. ©2018 Interceuticals, Inc.

Call Now & Ask How To Get A

FREE BONUS BOTTLE
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-271-5441

or order online: www.BetterWOMANnow.com

Limited 
Time 
Offer

Frequent nighttime trips to the bathroom, 
embarrassing leaks and the inconvenience 
of constantly searching for rest rooms 
in public – for years, I struggled with 
bladder control problems. After trying 
expensive medications with horrible 
side effects, ineffective exercises and 
undignified pads and diapers, I was 
ready to resign myself to a life of bladder 
leaks, isolation and depression. But then I 
tried BetterWOMAN.

When I first saw the ad for BetterWOMAN, I was skeptical. 
So many products claim they can set you free from leaks, 

frequency and worry, only to deliver disappointment. 
When I finally tried BetterWOMAN, I found that it 
actually works! It changed my life. Even my friends 
have noticed that I’m a new person. And because it’s 
all natural, I can enjoy the results without the worry 
of dangerous side effects. Thanks to BetterWOMAN, 
I finally fought bladder control problems and I won!

All Natural 
Clinically-Tested 
Herbal Supplement
• Reduces Bladder Leaks

• Reduces Urinary Frequency

• Safe and Effective – 
No Known Side Effects

• Costs Less than Traditional 
Bladder Control Options

• Sleep Better All Night

• Live Free of Worry, 
Embarrassment, and 
Inconvenience

You don’t have to let 
bladder control problems 
control you. 
Call now!

Thanks to BetterWOMAN, 
I’m winning the battle for 

Bladder Control.

Also Available: BetterMAN®

The 3-in-1 Formula Every Man Needs –
Better BLADDER, Better PROSTATE, and Better STAMINA!
Order online at www.BetterMANnow.com.

plug-in AC charger, investing in 
a quality one is worth the extra 
money. However, a fence charger 
is only as strong as its ground, and 
most fencing problems can be 
attributed to weak grounding. 
Grounding rods come in copper 
or galvanized steel, copper being 
the most conductive but also the 
most expensive. Whichever type 
you choose, the rods should be 
six feet long and sunk in moist 
soil as opposed to gravel or 
sandy soils to ensure a strong 
charge even in hot dry weather. 
There should be a minimum of 
three connected in line 10 feet 
apart if possible, with insulated 
wire and ground rod clamps.

POSTS
Depending on the design of your 

set up, there are a variety of posts 
that can be used to keep the fence 
tight and at the appropriate height. 
T-posts with plastic insulators 
make ideal corner posts that are 
strong enough to be pulled against 
to keep the fence tight. If you are 

establishing permanent paddocks, 
they are worth using for longevity 
and less maintenance over time.

Fiberglass posts are easy to put 
into place between corners and 
make rotational grazing a breeze. 
There are two main types: step-in 
style with predetermined slots to 
run your fencing line through, or 
smooth rods that require plastic 

insulators to be added. The step-
in style is convenient because you 
don’t have to add the additional 
insulators, however, I do not use 
them for pigs. If your land has 
any kind of elevation change, 
there is no moving the slots up 
and down to adjust the height of 
the line. For an animal as clever 
as a pig, small ones will easily be 
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able to slip out under the lowest height. The smooth 
fiberglass rods, although they require additional 
plastic insulators, are well worth it. The insulators 
simply slide up and down the post, allowing you 
to pick whatever height you need depending on 
elevation and size of the pig you’re containing.

FENCE WIRE
If you aren’t using a pre-made 

poly wire netting, the height of 
the wire for an electric pig fence 
is critical to containment. Small 
piglets or feeders can easily slip 
under a strand of wire if it isn’t 
low enough. As they grow, if the 
line is too low, they can leap over 
it. A three strand fence standing 
at four, eight, and twelve, to 
sixteen inches above the ground 
will contain a pig of any size. As 
the pig is trained, it will learn 
to respect and avoid the fence 
altogether. Currently, I have a 
single strand standing at snout 
height that is containing an 800-pound gilt successfully.

There are two main types of wire to consider when 
setting up your fence: 17-gauge steel and poly wire. 

After using both, I am a proponent of strictly using 
poly wire and will never go back to steel. Poly wire is 
easy to set up, doesn’t kink, easily gets tight and stays 
tight, and its yellow and black coloring makes it easy 
to spot. In free-range pig farming where rotational 
grazing is practiced, this wire is a dream to work 

with and makes short work of 
setup and tear down. We don’t 
ever waste any, because it easily 
wraps back around its spool for 
reuse, and pieces can simply 
be tied together in a knot to 
connect rather than using a wire 
crimp. It does, however, come at 
a slightly higher price tag than 
its steel counterpart, consumes 
more energy, and can fray and 
degrade over time. The amount 
of time and waste that is reduced 
by using it, however, makes it a 
worthwhile investment for me.

INSULATED GATE HANDLES
Insulated rubber or plastic gate 

handles are something worth always having a few 
spares on hand. They simply are tied to the terminal 
end of each strand of poly wire (or steel wire) and 

Small piglets or 
feeders can easily 
slip under a strand 

of wire if it isn’t  
low enough.

animals & livestoCk :: pigs

Fiberglass rods with 
plastic insulators 

allow the height to 
be easily maintained 
in elevation changes, 

while the poly wire 
stays tight.
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connected to the line at a corner 
t-post completing the circuit. 
These are a vital component to 
our rotational grazing set up, as 
they easily allow us to move the 
pigs from one paddock to the 
next without having to take the 
entire side of a fence down.

Insulated gate handles connect 
back to a corner t-post creating 
an electrified gate and quick 
disconnect when moving pigs.

The materials required for your 
electric pig fence will depend 
on how they’re raised. Are they 
going to be rotated throughout 
different paddocks? Will those 
paddocks move? Or, will they be 
set up in one established area? 
No matter what your set up is, 
with the right design and quality 
materials, you can successfully 
contain pigs on electric alone.    
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BY HEATHER 
SMITH THOMAS

PREVENTING 
AND TREATING  
SCOURS IN CALVES

animals & livestoCk :: cattle scours

The most common illness in 
young calves is cattle scours 
(diarrhea). There are many 

causes, including intestinal infection 
because of bacteria, viruses, or 
protozoa. Whether calves get sick 
depends on multiple factors such as 
exposure to pathogens, poor immu-
nity, and/or stress. Good weather, 
clean ground, and stress reduction 
— shelter from bad weather and 
minimizing confinement — helps 
reduce the incidence of cattle scours.

PREVENTION
There are two important strategies 

in scours prevention — helping the 
calf become more resistant to the 
pathogens, and trying to reduce 
the number of pathogens the calf is 
exposed to that cause cattle scours.

Boosting immunity starts with 
adequate colostrum for newborns. 
There must be a high level of 
antibodies in the cow’s colostrum 
and the calf must suckle enough 
colostrum, very quickly after 
birth, to be adequately protected. 
Pregnant cows can be vaccinated 

for common pathogens that cause 
cattle scours. If vaccinated a few 
weeks before they start calving, the 
antibody level in their colostrum 
will be highest. For viral diarrheas 
like rotavirus and coronavirus, and 
for E. coli bacteria (all of which tend 
to affect calves early in life), the 
vaccines work fairly well. Calves 
are then protected if they ingest 
enough colostrum soon after birth.

Make sure the cow is in good body 
condition before calving, so she can 
produce the best colostrum. If cows 
are too thin, they don’t produce 
adequate colostrum. As a rule, 
first-calf heifers’ colostrum is never 
quite as good because they haven’t 
had as much chance to become 
exposed to as many things or build 
as strong immunity as an older cow.

Many people think vaccination 
can prevent all problems, but it 
should just be the icing on the cake 
after other good management 
strategies. There are many reasons 
a cow’s immune system might not 
respond to vaccines and this is why 
body condition is important. A 
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healthy animal in good condition 
can more readily mount a good 
immune response. Also, the calf 
must obtain colostrum quickly, to 
get the necessary immunity. Calves 
born to thin cows may not be strong, 
and slower to get up and nurse.

Even if you vaccinate the cow 
so she produces protective colos-
trum, this has no benefit if the calf 
can’t or doesn’t nurse enough or 
soon enough. The tricky question 
is whether calves got enough 
colostrum soon enough. This 
varies, depending on exposure 
to pathogens. If cattle are out on 
grass, it may not matter so much.

If you need to give a calf colos-
trum (if he can’t nurse for some 
reason), it should be as much 
colostrum as possible and as fast 
as possible. This means about six 
pints in the first six hours (pref-
erably within one to two hours of 
birth) and another six pints in the 
following six hours. You can use 
frozen colostrum or some from 
another cow, or milked from the 
calf’s own mother. Second best is 
a commercial colostrum replacer.

Preventing exposure is the 
other part of the battle, making 
sure the calving area is as clean as 
possible. You don’t want cows in 
a wet, sloppy environment where 
they have manure all over their 
teats. It’s always a race between 
pathogens and the antibodies in 
colostrum, regarding which gets 
to the gut first. If the calf is trying 
to suckle a dirty cow, nuzzling 
her brisket or flank or a dirty teat 
before he latches on, pathogens 
get a head start in this race.

Calve in a different area than 
where you wintered the cows. A 
new cattle pasture will be cleaner, 
with less contamination. There are 
various strategies, such as the Sand 
Hills system where people keep 
moving the herd to clean ground. 
You move the cows to a clean calv-
ing area just before calving, then 

CATTLEVACBOX
Make Every Shot Count

Easy to carry, easy to 
clean — your all-in-one  

vaccination station!

WWW.CATTLEVACBOX.COM 
1-877-VAC-BOXX

keep moving the ones that haven’t 
calved — every two weeks — to new 
pasture, away from the ones that 
have already calved. Then there’s no 
manure buildup or calf scours in the 
new area. If you can keep the young-
est calves from being exposed to 

older calves that may have already 
been sick, you prevent problems.

If you are still feeding hay 
and using bale feeders, move 
them frequently so cows aren’t 
standing in manure. Moving 
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EZTM electric pump! Optional Solar 
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feeders or changing the location of your feed-ground 
every day can help keep cows and udders clean.

Cattle scours outbreaks are usually because of 
heavy loads of contamination. Calves may become 
sick even if cows were vaccinated and calves obtained 
colostrum. If the weather is bad and calving areas 
are muddy and dirty, the pathogen level may be so 
high that the calf’s immunities are overwhelmed.

Some diseases like coccidiosis, salmonella, or 
cryptosporidiosis can’t be prevented by a vaccine. 
Keeping calving areas clean, 
and preventing exposure to 
manure or animals that may shed 
these pathogens, are the main 
ways to protect calves. When 
tubing sick calves, clean and 
disinfect equipment between 
calves. Shelter and bedding are 
also important to reduce stress 
and keep calves clean and dry. 
If you use shelters, keep the 
bedding clean, and move shel-
ters frequently to clean areas.

TREATING SCOURS
If a calf gets sick, treat early. A calf will recover much 

faster if you can treat him before he is dehydrated and 
weak. Giving fluids is crucial, no matter what the cause 
of diarrhea. Dehydration is generally what kills a calf 
that dies from cattle scours. If you can give enough 
fluids to prevent or reverse dehydration, the calf stays 
stronger and is more able to fight off the infection.

If cattle scours occurs in the first week of life, 
antibiotics may be needed, since it’s likely because 
of bacteria. If calves are older, it’s common to have 
scours caused by a virus or a parasite such as cryp-
tosporidia. When calves are three weeks old or older 
it might be coccidiosis. With these causes, antibiotics 
do no good and fluids are the best treatment.

It won’t help to just give pills or boluses. A dehy-
drated calf won’t benefit from those; he mainly needs 
fluid and electrolytes. If calves can stay with their 
mothers and continue nursing occasionally, this will 
be adequate to provide energy. If he’s weak and not 
nursing, use an electrolyte product that contains energy.

Most labels recommend giving electrolytes twice 
a day. That may be fine in some situations, but if a 
calf has severe diarrhea and is losing a lot of fluid 
and electrolytes (especially a very young calf), it’s 
better to give fluid/electrolytes four times per day, 
every six hours. Give fluid by tube; electrolytes 
don’t taste good and the calf will refuse to suckle 
if you try to bottle-feed fluid — especially a calf 
that isn’t feeling well and off feed anyway.

Sick calves may be helped by anti-inflammatory 
medication. If a calf is miserable and you want to 
keep him nursing, a non-steroidal anti-inflammatory 
drug like Banamine can help. It only takes a small 
dose for a young calf. This can help him feel well 
enough to keep nursing and not become so weak and 
dehydrated, recovering faster, with fewer treatments. 
Some types of diarrhea are more painful than others. 
With certain types of enterotoxemia (toxin-forming 
bacterial infection in the intestine) calves may have 

acute gut cramping and pain 
relief can be a huge factor. Pain 
medication may also help a 
calf with coccidiosis if he’s con-
stantly straining because of the 
irritated intestine and rectum.

Discuss treatments with 
your local veterinarian on 
a case-by-case basis.

ORAL OR IV FLUIDS?
Oral fluids, given often 

enough, can reverse dehydra-
tion unless the calf has gone 

past the point where he can absorb fluids through 
the gut. If he becomes too dehydrated, the gut shuts 
down. A rule of thumb: if the calf can still stand and 
walk, give oral fluids. If he is too weak to get up, has 
poor suckle reflex and can’t raise his head, he needs 
an IV. At that point he is going into shock; he’s lost so 
much body fluid that blood volume is low. The gut 
can’t absorb fluids because the body is trying to get 
blood to vital organs instead. You won’t save the calf 
without an IV; take him to your vet immediately.

Signs of serious dehydration include lethargy 
and weakness, sunken eyes, and cold extremities. If 
the calf is gaunt and eyes are sunken, he probably 
needs IV fluids. If the calf is not responsive, becom-
ing weak and cold, he definitely needs an IV.  

animals & livestoCk :: cattle scours

Tube feeding.

Moving feeders or 
changing the location 
of your feed-ground 
can help keep cows 
and udders clean.
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Save Your Hay. Save Your Money.

BALE BUDDY
Safe, affordable, effective feeders for all  

your hay feeding needs.

BIG BALE BUDDY

Safe, Affordable Round Bale Feeder, Made of UV protected, heavy 

duty woven polypropylene. Keeps your hay clean and contained 

until your animals eat it. Available in 3 sizes.

SLOW BALE BUDDYSmall Mesh Slow Feeder. Made out of 100% soft, durable knotless nylon netting, with 1 1/2 inch openings, it eliminates waste while allowing your animals to graze at a more natural speed, aiding their digestion and allowing your hay to last longer.  Available in all square and round bale sizes. *not for use with horned or shod animals*

One Year Warranty. www.bigbalebuddy.com   
Direct order or inquiries: 866-389-9952
* retailer inquires always welcome *
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poultry :: raising turkeys

RAISING TURKEYS  
for Food and Profit

Raising meat turkeys is an 
adventure on many levels. I’ve 
had the pleasure of growing 

a turkey for Thanksgiving for years, 
starting back in high school. It’s one 
thing to raise turkeys for dinner, but 
when you’re trying to turn a dollar, 
things do get complicated. Let me 
share some of my experiences with 
raising meat turkeys so that you 
can start off on the right foot.

WHY RAISE TURKEYS?
Buying a frozen turkey at the 

supermarket is a very simple, and 
very cheap avenue, to a turkey 
dinner. That being said, like most 
things in life, you get what you pay 
for. Just like store-bought eggs can’t 
compare to your eggs fresh from the 
coop, supermarket turkeys aren’t 
the same as fresh-off-the-farm birds. 
If you want the most tender, most 
flavorful, and absolute freshest bird 
for your festivities or dinner, then a 
bird raised at home is your best bet.

LEARNING EXPERIENCE
I spent my high school years 

in a regional agricultural school, 
and as such, I was a member of 
the FFA. All members of FFA need 
what’s called an SAE (Supervised 
Agricultural Experience) project. 
Some kids did gardening, some 
had horses, but I raised birds.

CATALYST
As a freshman in high school, I 

already had experience raising show 
poultry. I was breeding fancy show 
chickens and having a grand time, but 
there was no profit to be found. AgEd 
stressed the importance of running 
your project like a business, and my 
business was buried in the red. I 
needed a product to sell and some-
how turkeys caught my attention.

PROFIT AND LOSS
Like any business, it’s important 

to watch how much you spend and 
how much you make. As long as 

BY JEREMY CHARTIER

Spotlight
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 “Most turkeys taste better the day after, my mother’s tasted better the day before.” - Rita Rudner

your expenditure is lower than 
your gross income, things are 
cheery, as it was when I started in 
turkeys. However, things changed.

In the early 2000s, feed prices 
started to climb, and consequently, 
so did my costs. By the time I grad-
uated college, my farm expenses 
were exceeding my farm income, 
which was an issue. Despite that, 
I did continue the tradition for a 
bit longer than I should have.

MY BIG MISCALCULATION
Sometimes you need to take a 

step back from things and give 
yourself time to reconsider. Now 
that I’ve had some time away from 
raising meat turkeys, I can identify 
my shortcomings. When I started, 
my inexperience was offset by 
low feed prices. The fault in the 
business’ foundation opened wide 
when those feed prices climbed.

RAISING MEAT TURKEYS
I was a big fan of big birds. Unfor-

tunately, my success in growing a 
big broad breasted turkey would be 
my undoing. My customers wanted 
a larger bird than your standard 
supermarket bird, but not as big as 
I was growing. Once I started pro-
ducing 50-pound turkeys (dressed 

weight), I should have realized it 
was time to back off, but I didn’t.

POINT OF DIMINISHING 
RETURNS

If you’re raising meat turkeys cor-
rectly, your toms should be yielding 
a dressed weight of about 30 pounds 
at 4.5 months old. I was growing my 
birds closer to 6 months old before 
processing, which was a waste of 
feed. Most of my customers wanted 
a much smaller bird, preferably 
one that would fit in their oven. 
As such, I had a hard time selling 
my extra-large birds. Those large 
birds that didn’t sell constituted 
significant financial losses for me.

SAVINGS IN FEED
When I started growing turkeys, 

I began on bagged feed. As prices 
went up, I found my local feed mill 
and started buying in bulk. If you 
have a feed mill at your disposal, 
use it! Buying bulk feed represented 
a big cost saving over bagged feed.

FEED ERRORS
As I experimented with raising 

meat turkeys, I also tried different 
feeds available through the mill. 
I found a  product that was super 
high in protein, which made my  

I was always a fan of the Broad 
Breasted Bronze myself, but the white 
variant also worked well for me.
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Raising meat turkeys 
with a flock of  

chickens can work,  
but it’s not ideal for 
production flocks.

birds grow fast and big. However, that massive bird  
was my undoing.

Be sure you’re using the right feed, and if you don’t  
know which is best, ask. Even though I found a high- 
performance feed that gave results, those results were 
more expensive than they needed to be. Had I used the 
correct feed, I would have seen good, controlled growth 
in my birds. My feed costs would have been lower and 
my dressed weights would have been easier to sell.

FEED AND WATER EQUIPMENT
Turkeys can eat just fine out of a chicken feeder, but  

regular chicken water nipples are a no-no. Turkeys  
require a much higher flow rate for nipple valves to  
work for them since they’re such a big bird. Turkeys  
drink a lot of water, much more than you would expect.  
Manually filling water dispensers will become the bane  
of your existence, so I highly suggest an automatic  
water system.

Automatic bell waterers are a simple solution to the  
issue, but there are high-flow turkey nipple valves on  
the market. If you decide to try using turkey nipples, be  
prepared to buy a commercial style watering system.  
It’s a good investment if you want to be serious about  
raising meat turkeys, but the cost may scare off  
some people.

PICKING BIRDS
There are a few interesting breeds out there available 

to you, such as the Royal Palm turkey and the Midget 
White. If you’re raising turkeys with chickens for fun, 
then by all means, try some cool heritage breeds!

If you’re looking for the best bang for your buck, 
you can’t go wrong with either a Bronze or White 
Broad Breasted turkey. These giant birds are king 
(and queen) of feed conversion, which is how much 
feed they eat, versus how much meat they pro-
duce. These birds grow fast, are available at most 
commercial hatcheries and are usually inexpensive 
compared to rarer breeds because of sales volume.

CUTTING TO THE CHASE
Rearing turkeys can be a chore, or at least it was for 

me. Raising turkey poults from day-old to full-grown 
was a challenge for me in the beginning. I had miserable 
mortality rates, which likely had more to do with my 
inexperience and lack of space than anything else.

My solution to the dilemma was simple; buy them 
older! If you find turkeys to be challenging to raise from 
a poult, or if you’d rather not brood them yourself, look 
for a local grower. I found a local farm that raised turkey 
poults to 4 weeks old, then sold them to people like me.

Buying started poults saved me a step and I had 
zero mortality when buying started turkeys. Did I 
mention that it was cost-effective too? I was surprised 
at how affordable it was to buy them this way.

PROCESSING
Don’t forget that you need to process your birds! 

Don’t fall into the trap I see so many new bird 
farmers find themselves in; find and verify that 
there’s a local processor (slaughterhouse) that 
will process your birds for you, and that they’ll 
do it when you want them done. Be sure to find 
out if they are a USDA inspected processor.

poultry :: raising turkeys
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20˝ ground clearance
Two, 3 pt., cat. 0 lift arms

84˝ turning radius
20+ implements & accessories

www.tuf f-bilt.com
844-486-3268

THE BEST 
CULTIVATING  

GARDEN TRACTOR  
MADE TODAY!

BOTTOM DOLLAR
I wouldn’t trade the experience of 

raising meat turkeys for anything. 
The whole experience as a kid 
taught me so much about growing 
food on the farm, marketing, 
business finances, and good old 
farming. Is it something I’d try 
again for the sake of turning a 
dollar? No, not personally. I’ve 
had my fill of raising meat turkeys 
for profit. For personal consump-
tion? Someday I’ll do it again.

WORDS OF WISDOM
If I didn’t scare you off, then good 

for you! My biggest suggestions are 
to buy commercial birds, preferably 
started poults. Be sure you have lots 
of barn space before you even think 
of raising meat turkeys. Be sure to 
research the equipment, both for 
raising and processing if that’s what 
you want to do. Find a processor 
before you even order your birds 
or volunteer to help a local farmer 
process their turkeys before you 
try it on your own. Find your local 
feed mill too, and research what 
feed will work best for you.  
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Countryside Bookstore  :: HOMESTEADING

$25.00
Now $12.50 — Save 50%

By Brinna B. SandS

The King Arthur Flour  
200th Anniversary Cookbook

This complete guide to the baking 
arts contains over 1500 recipes. 
In it, you’ll learn how to make a 
wide variety of yeast breads, 
pastries and desserts, sweet 
breads, and even pastas and 
sourdough breads. 616 pages

SAVE
50%

$12.95
Now $6.49 — Save 50%

By ChriS duBBS & dave heBerle

Smoking Food,  
A Beginner's Guide

Learn that smoking is an art, not a sci-
ence. Chris Dubbs and Dave Heberle 
fearlessly reveal that art’s essentials 
and how simple they can be. More than 
one hundred recipes and tips for making 
brines, marinades, cheeses, appetizers, 
soups, and main dishes. 185 pages.

SAVE
50%

$24.99
Now $14.99 — Save 40%

Rooster Print
Full Size Apron

An adorable essential 
for farm work, cooking 
and baking, our apron 

is tailored from cheerful 
rooster and hen print, a 
favorite pattern among 

our “chicken loving” 
community!

SAVE
40%

$16.95
Now $8.49 — Save 50%

By eriCa PalmCrantz & irmela lilja

Raw Food

Raw food is more than a diet. It’s 
a lifestyle and a movement. The 
stories of weight loss, increased 
energy, healthy-looking skin, 
and better digestion are seem-
ingly endless. However, many 
people are turned off by the 
difficulty and unpleasantness of 
eating only (or even primarily) 
foods cooked below 104 de-
grees Fahrenheit. Dozens of reci-
pes accompanied with beautiful, 

full-color photographs. Complete with recipes for breakfast, 
lunch, dinner, snacks, desserts, and side dishes — an innovative 
approach to a wholesome way of eating. 298 pages

$19.99   Now $9.99 — Save 50%

By janet hurSt

Homemade Cheese

Everything you need to know to 
make cheese at home! Easy and 
basic recipes for butter, yogurt, 
mozzarella, and chévre as well 
as advanced, step-by-step, how-
to advice on the use of molds 
and aging your cheeses. And 
there are directions for crafting 
cheese with cow, goat, or sheep 
milk. 160 pages

SAVE
50%

By ramin GaneShram

Cooking with Coconut

Coconut is healthy and delicious. 
25 original recipes using coco-
nut in all its forms. Options span 
the menu, from breakfast dishes 
like Savory Coconut Crêpes to 
dinner and dessert dishes like 
Asparagus with Shallots and 
Shredded Coconut, Coconut 
Pork Kabobs, and Coconut Rum 
Crème Brûlée. 287 pages

SAVE
40%

$18.95  Now $11.35 — Save 40%

SAVE
50%

• 100% cotton canvas fabric
• 27" wide, 33" long (one size fits most)

• Pocket size: 5" x 3"

Countryside Bookstore :: homesteading

For a complete list of books visit CountrysideNetwork.com
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Feel free to use another sheet of paper, or call 970-392-4419 to place your order today!

Title       Quantity           Price

Order Form

Total books $

Shipping*   $ 
  
  
Subtotal   $

WI Residents
add 5.5% sales tax    $

Total   $

$4 first item, $1 each add'l item
*Call for Priority  & Foreign Rates

Visa        MC         Discover         AmEx

No.:
Expiration:
E-Mail:
Phone:

Name:
Address:
City:
State:    Zip:
E-mail:

Mail your order to:
Countryside Bookstore 

P.O. Box 1848,
Carson City, NV 89702

HOMESTEADING ::  Countryside Bookstore

$18.95    Now $9.49 — Save 50%

Country Life Coloring Book
The delightful rural images and timeless country sayings in the Country Life Coloring Book 

provide a distinctive take on the current coloring craze. These 45 ready-to-color pages include a 
mixture of intricately hand-lettered phrases and charming scenes of farm life and outdoor beauty 
— including chickens, honey bees on flowers, and barns. 45 pages.

$12.95

$19.99

By janet Garman

50 Do-It-Yourself Projects  
for Keeping Chickens

Get ready to jump into the world 
of chickens, one DIY project at a 
time. Owning and raising chickens 
doesn’t have to be an expensive 
hobby. With imagination, simple 
tools, and salvaged or bargain 
materials, you can make every-
thing your flock needs for their 
health and safety. 168 pages

By Gene SPaziani  
& ed halloran

The Home Winemaker's Companion

115 delectable wine recipes to 
guide you through everything 

from making your very first batch 
of kit wine to mastering advanced 
techniques for making wine from 

fresh grapes. 376 pages.

SAVE
50%

NEW 
BOOK!

Countryside Bookstore :: homesteading
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after Chores :: just for fun

JULY/AUGUST SCKRAMBLER 
 WINNERS & ANSWERS

Poor Will promised a prize of $5.00 to 
the 10th, 25th, 56th and 100th persons 

who solved the Sckrambler puzzle 
before the answers appeared in Coun-

tryside. The 10th correct respondent 
was Gary La Shelle from Oroville, WA. 
The 25th was Joyce Gould of Kittery 

Point, ME. The 56th was Jerelea Klein 
from Belle MO. Total entries: 74.

EBRA/BEAR
EDRE/DEER

LEK/ELK
OMOSE/MOOSE

REGBDA/ BADGER
VAEBRE/BEAVER

OOECYT/COYOTE
KIMN/MINK

SUMTRAK/MUSKRAT
UIANTR/NUTRIA

ONOCRAC/RACCOON
LERRIUQS/ SQUIRREL

WLFO/WOLF
UQIAL/QUAIL

KEYRUT/TURKEY
KDCU/DUCK

OOESG/GOOSE
OOOWDCCK/WOODCOCK

AEHPTNAS/PHEASANT
BBWHTOIE/BOBWHITE

Copyright 2018 – W. L. Felker

THE SCKRAMBLER
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER

PRECIPITATION

ANIR
WSNO

EGULED
REDNUTHMROST

RAYSP
EETSL
LHIA
WED

FLRRSUIE
ZZBLRDIA

LEZDRIZ
STIM
RUOP

OHSWER
ELKNIRPS

OOOMNNS
CHNDRERE

BURSTCLOUD
AIOSPRDNR

NOITATIPICERP

You will win $5.00 if you are the  
5th, 20th, 30th or 40th person to return 

your correct Sckrambler solutions (before 
the answers appear in Countryside) to 

Poor Will 
P.O. Box 431 

Yellow Springs, OH 45387
If you happen to find a typo and 
you are one of the four winners, 
you will receive a $10.00 prize.
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“Just play. Have fun. Enjoy the game.” - Michael Jordan

THIS PLAYFUL SNOWMAN 
NEEDS SOME COLOR! 

Via email at  
editor@countrysidemag.com  

or via snail mail at  
Countryside, Attn: Coloring Pages 
P.O. Box 566, Medford, WI 54451Once you’re done, snap a 

picture and send it to us. We 
just might include your artwork 

in an upcoming issue!
If you’re an all-access member and would like to print an additional page to color  

please visit our site: countrysidenetwork.com/cm-issues/nov-dec-2018

You can send your 
art two ways:
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BY W. L. FELKER

almanackPoor Will’s COUNTRYSIDE

Late Autumn and Early Winter of 2018

Countryside :: almanack

1

Get your orchids 
ready for Decem-
ber sales. Plan for 
the Christmas tree 
harvest.

november

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

The first days of 
November should 
be mild, with pre-
cipitation likely: 
wet snow in the 
North, rain in the 
South.

Veteran’s Day

Thanksgiving 
Day

Start paperwhites 
and amaryllis 
bulbs for holiday 
blossoms (and 
selling). Move your 
gourd crop  
to market for 
Thanksgiving 
sales.

2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

The cold front that 
usually arrives 
around November 
5 -7 will likely be 
strengthened by 
tomorrow’s new 
Moon. Precipitation 
will precede that 
front.

Older Christmas 
cacti are budding 
or even blooming, 
perfect for  
marketing. 

Many Northern 
pastures have 
stopped growing. 
Cull livestock after 
pasture season 
ends. 
 

Once your chickens 
complete their 
autumn molt, 
you may choose 
to stimulate egg 
laying by extending 
the daylight to 
about 10 hours. 

Accidents become 
more frequent as 
commuters drive 
in the dark at the 
end of Daylight 
Saving Time.

Burn foliage of 
garden plants that 
were damaged by 
insects, destroy-
ing their eggs.

Transplant herbs 
in pots; bring 
them inside for 
winter seasonings 
and Christmas 
sales.

Cover round bales 
of hay with heavy 
tarps before the 
late fall rains and 
snows intensify. 
 

Wind speed in-
creases to its win-
ter level. Clouds 
lie lower in the 
sky, the number of 
sunny days drops 
20 percent from 
October’s peak.

Feed bees with 
syrup if the  
colonies do not 
have enough 
honey for over- 
wintering.

Also include flow-
er and herb seeds 
to plant for spring 
farmers market 
displays. 

Today’s perigee so 
close to full Moon 
is likely to compli-
cate the last day 
of Thanksgiving 
travel with cold, 
sleet, and snow. 

Consider giving a 
vitamin supplement 
to your molting 
chickens.

In the warm spells 
between high-pres-
sure systems, 
watch for spoiled 
silage — a source 
of sick livestock in 
late fall and early 
winter.

Plan which lambs 
and kids will be 
right for the Easter 
market in late April. 

Prepare to explore 
the Chinese New 
Year market in the 
larger cities near 
your homestead.

Many beekeep-
ers find demand 
for honey is 
highest between 
Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.

Set up water warm-
ers for pregnant 
livestock.

Today is normal-
ly a pivot day 
for the arrival 
of much colder 
weather. 

As it reaches a 
weak position be-
tween full and new, 
the Moon is likely 
to contribute to a 
softening of the 
harsh Thanksgiving 
weather. 

Precipitation is 
likely as the Veter-
an’s Day cold front 
approaches. This 
is often the most 
bitter cold front so 
far in the autumn. 

The poinsettia crop 
is typically shipped 
by this week.

Full moon on the 
23rd should con-
tribute to making 
Thanksgiving on 
the 22nd colder 
than average.

Often one or two 
trough heaters will 
keep the water 
from freezing all 
the way in your 
fishponds. 

Sales of halal meat 
may be rising as 
Mawlid Al-Nabi 
approaches.

Explore the  
Hanukkah market 
before that feast 
begins. 

Carefully 
transition sheep 
and goats from 
pasture feeding 
to reduce the 
possibility of bloat 
and acidosis. 

Muhammad’s 
Birthday* 

Muhammad’s 
Birthday**

*November 21: Sunni 
Muslims celebrate 
Muhammad’s birthday 
today.
**November 26: Shia 
Muslims celebrate 
Muhammad’s birthday 
today.
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“White as meal the frosty field, Warm the fireside haven. 
Not to autumn will I yield; Not to winter even.”   

— Robert Louis Stevenson

Place an entrance 
reducer in your 
hives to keep away 
mice. 

december

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

Hanukkah 
begins*

Hanukkah 
ends

Christmas Eve

New Year’s Eve

Christmas Day**

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

Monitor beehives 
to ensure proper 
ventilation. 
 

Consider wrapping 
your beehives in 
black roofing paper 
if the winter is cold-
er than normal.

Think about cov-
ering the wattle of 
your rooster with 
Vaseline to help 
prevent frostbite.

Meteorological 
conditions remain 
challenging for the 
next few days until 
the Moon gradually 
moves farther from 
Earth and approach-
es its final quarter.

Wrap young out-
door transplants 
to protect them 
against frost 
cracking. 
 

Coyote attacks 
on your flock 
and herd often 
increase as the 
weather worsens.

Gather mistletoe 
as it becomes 
visible when the 
high trees lose all 
their leaves. 

If you intend to 
breed ewes in  
January and 
February, keep 
lights on at night 
to create  
“16 hour days.”

Since the Moon 
will not turn new 
until January 5, it 
will be relatively 
weak throughout 
the long New 
Year’s weekend.

At the arrival 
of the early 
December cold 
front, leaves from 
the silver maple, 
pear, and beech 
trees often fall 
overnight.

Order pasture 
seeds and 
schedule pasture 
frost seeding 
for January and 
February.

Make sure chicken 
bedding is dry, 
clean, and deep 
to avoid winter 
diseases in your 
flock.

The Moon reaches 
perigee early 
this morning, 
strengthening the 
Christmas cold 
front.

New Year’s Eve 
will be wet, but 
the first cold front 
of 2019 is likely to 
be relatively mild.

Black walnut hulls, 
shredded by  
squirrels, stain 
porches and  
driveways.

Lunar apogee oc-
curs this morning, 
weakening the 
power of the new 
Moon.

As the full Moon 
approaches, be 
especially careful 
of abortions in 
your more delicate 
livestock. 

Take cuttings 
from Christmas 
cacti after all their 
blossoms fall. 

Early Winter, the 
first period of 
consistently cold 
temperatures be-
fore the solstice, 
often begins 
about this time. 

The period 
between today 
and December 15, 
when the Moon 
enters its second 
quarter, should 
dilute the cold of 
the past week.

Since the Decem-
ber 20 cold front 
will arrive near full 
moon, chances for 
snow increase. 

Lunar influence 
on the weather 
should be light until 
early the middle of 
the week ahead, 
favoring the close 
of holiday travel. 

As the Moon waxes 
throughout Decem-
ber, it pulls spring 
from the Gulf of 
Mexico, bringing 
jasmine into flower 
throughout the 
South.

Consider selling 
to the Mardi Gras 
market (March 
5) throughout 
February.

Today is winter 
solstice. 

Prepare flats, 
containers, and 
grow lights for the 
seeding of bedding  
plants at new Moon 
on January 5, 2019. 

Consider lowering 
the prices of your 
Christmas trees 
in about 10 days 
to move as many 
trees as you can. 

Rheumatism 
increases as the 
winter grows 
colder, often 
foretelling  
precipitation. 

Track the Sun’s 
movement 
toward June by 
measuring how 
far sunlight enters 
a south window 
today.

The Moon enters 
its final quarter 
today, softening 
the final cold front 
of 2018. 

29

30 31

2019  
happy new year!

*December 2-10: Hanukkah: Festival of Light: This festival offers many possibilities for marketing.
**December 25: Christmas: Milk-fed lambs and kids below 20 pounds are favored for this market.
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PHASES OF THE MOON
November 7 
The Shattering Ginkgo Moon becomes the 
new Starling Murmuration Moon at 11:02 a.m. 

November 14 
The Moon reaches apogee at 10:57 a.m. 

November 15 
The Moon enters its second quarter  
at 10:03 a.m. 

November 23 
The Moon is full at 12:39 a.m. 

November 26 
The Moon reaches perigee at 7:10 a.m. 

November 29 
The Moon enters its final quarter at 7:19 p.m.

December 7 
The Flowering Jessamine Moon is new  
at 2:20 a.m. 

December 12 
The Moon reaches apogee at 7:25 a.m. 

December 15 
The Moon enters its second quarter 
at 6:49 a.m. 

December 22 
The Moon is full at 12:48 p.m. 

December 24 
The Moon reaches perigee at 4:52 a.m. 

December 29 
The Moon enters its final quarter at 4:34 a.m.

THE SUN’S PROGRESS
November 4: Daylight Saving Time ends at 
2 a.m. Set clocks back one hour at 2 a.m.

November 23: The Sun enters the Early 
Winter sign of Sagittarius. At the end of 
November, sunset has reached to within just 
a few minutes of its earliest time throughout 
most of the nation. The latest sunrise, 
however, is still about half an hour away.

December 21: Winter solstice occurs at 
5:23 p.m. The Sun enters the Deep Winter 
sign of Capricorn on the same day.

December 24: The Sun slowly begins to move 
toward summer solstice, but the days do not 
actually start to lengthen until after Christmas.

Copyright 2018 – W. L. Felker

THE PLANETS
Throughout Late Autumn, Mars is visible in 
Aquarius in the southwestern sky after sun-
down. Venus appears early in the east as the 
Morning Star in Libra and then in Ophiuchus. 
Jupiter moves to Ophiuchus and appears 
close to Venus as a second Morning Star 
during December. Saturn in Sagittarius skims 
the western horizon at dusk and disappears 
from the night sky by the middle of December.

THE STARS
Late Autumn brings back Orion as an 
easy marker of sky time. By 11 p.m., it has 
emerged from the east, following a cluster 
of seven stars, the Pleiades and the red eye 
of Taurus, Aldebaran. A few hours before 
dawn, all those stars have moved to fill up 
the southern sky, prophesying spring.

THE SHOOTING STARS
The Taurid shower brings only a few 
meteors per hour on November 4 and 
5, and the crescent Moon should not 
interfere with meteor watching.
The Leonids (at the rate of about 15 per hour) 
fall near the constellation Leo after midnight 

on November 17 and 18, but the waxing moon 
could interfere with your meteor count.
The Geminid meteor show peaks on Decem-
ber 13-14 near Gemini, with the crescent Moon 
interfering only a little with meteor viewing.
The Ursid Meteors fall after midnight at 
the rate of about five to 10 per hour on 
December 21 and 22, but bright full moon-
light is likely to obscure many of them.

METEOROLOGY
Weather history suggests that cold waves 
usually cross the Mississippi River on or about 
November 2, 6, 11, 16, 20, 24, 28 and Decem-
ber 2, 8, 15, 20, 25 and 29. Snow or rain often 
falls prior to the passage of each major front.
If strong storms occur, weather patterns sug-
gest that they will happen during the following 
periods: November 2-5, 14-16, November 
22-27, December 1-3, 24-26, 31-January 1.
It is probable that full Moon on November 23, 
combined with lunar perigee on November 
26, will bring stronger-than-average storms 
to the United States, complicating Thanks-
giving travel. In a similar pattern, full Moon on 
December 22 and lunar perigee on December 
24 should make Christmas travel challenging.

LUNAR FEEDING PATTERNS FOR PEOPLE AND BEASTS
When the Moon is above the continental United States, creatures are typically most 

active. The second-most-active times occur when the Moon is below the earth.

 DATE BEST SECOND-BEST
 November 1-6 Mornings Evenings
 November 7-15 Afternoons Midnight to Dawn
 November 16-22 Evenings Mornings
 November 23-29 Midnight to Dawn Afternoons
 November 30 Morning Evening
 December 1-6 Mornings Evenings
 December 7-14 Afternoons Midnight to Dawn
 December 15-21 Evenings Mornings
 December 22-29 Midnight to Dawn Afternoons
 December 30-31 Mornings Evenings
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Just walk down the rows with this manual 
cultivator and 8 revolving blades followed by 5 
six-inch long shovels break up soil, letting in 
moisture. Turn upsidedown for 1.5 inch 
deep cutting with 11 inch wide weed 
knife. Made since 1932 and may 
still in use.

Height:
Adjustable
40” Handle

All Steel construction.
22lbs. Enamle Sprayed.
Yellow & Green.
wi. Add 5.5% Sales Tax

Check or money order.
Includes free shipping 
to 50 states.

$190.00

Tamarack Inc.
12165 W. State Rd. 48m • Exeland, Wi. 54835

Ph. (715) 943-3275 • (715) 868-3275

Countryside :: marketplace

(800)238-9791   •   www.GlueTread.com

Innovative adhesive bonds  
new pieces of tread to old tires. 

More cost effective than a new tire.
ATVs  •  UTVs  •  TRACTORS

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
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www.NaturallyCozy.com
208-267-COZY (2699)

Handmade, Washable & Reusable

Incontinence Pads
& Menstrual Pads

Countryside :: marketplace

THE BACCHUS-JOHNSON SHIELD 
The BEST Goat Anti-Mating Apron

•  HELPS PREVENT UNWANTED BREEDING

•  HELPS PREVENT URINE SCALD

•  LESS STRESS ON THE BUCK & THE HERD

www.houseofbacchuspetsupplies.com

Adjustable and comes in a variety of sizes to accomodate bucks  
of all breeds and ages. Made of durable, water-resistant fabric. 

Weighted and will center itself as the goat moves.
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Countryside :: BREEDERS DIRECTORY 

reACH oVer 200,000 PeoPLe For Just $60/yeAr!
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2019 DEADLINE: OCTOBER 24, 2018

ALPACAs/LLAMAs

CAttLe

Kune Kune PiGs

eQuine

GAMe Birds

doGs

LiVestoCK GuArdiAn

MiniAture CAttLe
BuLLFroGs

PouLtry

Wisconsin
DREAM CHASER FARM ALPACAS, Ann & Maurice 
McKercher, 6106 S Dedham Rd., Foxboro, WI 54836. 
715-399-8527, cell: 218-348-4823. <amckercher56@
yahoo.com> <www.alpacanation.com/dreamchaser 
farm.asp> Quality fiber and breeding stock for sale. 
$400 and up.

idaho
RANA RANCH BULLFROGS, PO Box 1043, 
Twin Falls, ID 83303-1043. 208-734-0899. 
<phrogpharmer@aol.com> American Bullfrogs (Rana 
catesbeiana). Deep soothing music on your pond. 
Purpose bred, farm-raised, hardy, and prolific. Free 
info sheet.

Arkansas
GRAMYBEAR FARM, Clair Gorton, 1068 Sycamore 
Lane, Leslie, AR 72645. 870-447-2869. <gramybear@
gmx.com> Mini Jerserys. Fonnie Thoman Line.

Kansas
Hickory Creek Farm, El Dorado, KS 67042.   
maryhoover74@yahoo.com. ph 316-323-9131.  
Registered Dexter Cattle & Kune Kune Pigs for 
sale.

LA DORADA, Elizabeth Lundgren, DVM., 22484 W. 
239 St., Spring Hill, KS 66083. <watusi@aol.com> 
<www.ladorada.com> Ankole-Watusi cattle.

Missouri
HIGH-LAND FARM, Harold & Jann Ramey, RR 73, 
Box 3549, Alton, MO 65606. 309-251-4114, Cell: 
309-251-5832. <jannlr51@gmail.com> Scottish 
Highland Cattle.

illinois
GRANDVIEW ACRES, Dennis & Laura Gray, 14014 
State Line Rd., Durand, IL 61024.   815-988-8867/815-
871-3420. <atticmole@gmail.com>  St Croix,  Dorper 
x Katadin sheep. Purebred Great Pyrenees pup-
pies- weaned or EXPERIENCED. Working parents 
protect our livestock from Coyotes, Wolves, Bobcats, 
RAPTORS. Raised with, and social to Lambs, Goats, 
Poultry, more; NOT human socialized. Our 90% losses 
dropped to ZERO with these dogs.

oklahoma
AMERICAN WORKING FARMCOLLIE ASSO-
CIATION –A national performance registry. Tish 
Toren. 580-426-2311. <craftyshepherdess@gmail.
com><www.farmcollie.com> Multipurpose Farm 
Dogs: English & Australian Shepherds, Standard & 
Border Collies, Shetland Sheepdogs and Kelpies.

ohio
STRASSERHUTEN FARMS, Robert & Corinne 
Strasser, 4318 Hattrick Rd., Rootstown, OH 44272-
9770. 330-325-1373. <rstrasser@neo.rr.com>  Irish 
Dexter cattle, miniature donkeys. Grass-fed freezer 
beef for sale.

Minnesota
OAKWOOD GAME FARM, INC., PO Box 
274, Princeton, MN 55371.  800-328-6647.  
<www.oakwoodgamefarm.com> Pheasant & Chu-
kar Partridge chicks & eggs available. Now smaller 
quantities of pheasant chicks & eggs available for 
shipping.

Wisconsin
PURELY POULTRY,  PO Box 466,  Fre-
m o n t ,  W I   5 4 9 4 0 .  8 0 0 - 2 1 6 - 9 9 1 7 .  
< C h i c k s @ P u r e l y P o u l t r y . c o m > 
 <www.PurelyPoultry.com> Guineas, Peacocks. 
Ducks: Mandarin, Ringed Teal, Whistling Ducks, 
Wood Ducks, Mallard Ducks. Swans: White Mute, 
Australian Black, Trumpeter, Whooper, Black Necked. 
Quail: Northern Bobwhite, Jumbo Bobwhite, Texas A 
& M, Valley, Gambel, Blue Scale, Mountain, Mearns. 
Partridge: Chukar, Hungarian. Ringneck Pheasants: 
Chinese, Kansas, Manchurian Cross, Melantistic 
Mutant. Ornamental Pheasants: Red Golden, Yellow 
Golden, Blue Eared, Brown Eared, Lady Amherst, 
Silver, Timminicks Tragopans. 

Virginia
ROSA MYSTICA MINIATURE NUBIAN GOATS, 
Robert & Mary Jo Thompson, 1591 WIllow Tree Rd., 
Ewing, VA 24248. 502-263-3467. Mini Nubian. Green 
Gables bloodlines. Beautiful, friendly pets, ample 
milk/half the feed. Easy to handle. When you’re in 
the area please stop by whether you’re looking or 
dreaming. Welcome.

California
AMBER WAVES Pygmy Goats and Great Pyr-
enees ship worldwide debbie@amberwaves.info  
Whether you are looking for a loving family pet or a 
whole herd we can help. Visitors by appointment only. 
Lifetime Support. 5-Star Verified Breeder Phone/Fax/
Text 951-736-1076.

iowa
D & E DAIRY GOATS, 2977 Linn Buchanan Rd., Cog-
gon, IA 52218. 319-350-5819. <rranch@iowatelecom.
net> Facebook: d&edairygoat. Alpine, Saanen.  Selling 
200 head annually.

Massachusetts
MENDING WALL FARM, Ed & Judy Lowe, PO 
Box 722, Assonet, MA 02702. 508-644-5088.  
<mendingwall1948@gmail.com> <www.mending 
wallfarm.homestead.com> Nigerian Dwarf, Tennes-
see Fainting. 

Wisconsin
WHITE BISON FARM, Dave & Jodi Cronauer, 
5711 Karls Ln., Laona, WI  54541. 715-674-2287. 
<apache_jc@yahoo.com> <www.whitebisonfarm.
com> Idaho Pasture Pigs, KuneKune Pigs, American 
Bison, Gypsy Vanner Horses.

Pennsylvania
KUNE KUNE PIGS OF HONEYBROOK, 436  
Churchtown Rd Honeybrook,  PA 19344, 

717-725-4666. Piglets available. Registered Kune 
Kune Pigs.

West Virginia
Solsbury Hill Farm, PO Box 1368, Harpers Ferry, 
WV, 25425.   http://solsburyhillfarm.wordpress.com, 
solsburyhill.farm@yahoo.com, Ph# 304-582-3440 . 
Ethical breeder AKC Anatolian Shepherd livestock 
guardian dogs, raised with people and livestock. 

Pennsylvania
WELSH MOUNTAIN FARM, Amos T. Ebersol, 590 
Red Hill Rd., Narvon, PA 17555. 717-768-3652. Mini 
Jersey Cattle.

Alabama
LNL MINIFARM, Levon & Lynn Sargent, 663 Hulsey 
Rd., Henagar, AL 35978. 256-657-6545. <www.
lnlminifarm.com> <lnlsargent@farmerstel.com> 
AMJA  % Miniature Jersey & Lowline crossbred mini 
beef cattle.

California
METZER FARMS, 26000C Old Stage Rd., Gonzales, 
CA 93926. Year-round hatching. Nationwide shipping. 
Free catalog now, 800-424-7755. <www.metzerfarms.
com> Ducklings: Pekin, Rouen, Khaki Campbell, 
Golden 300 Egg Layer, White Layer, Blue Swedish, 
Buff, Cayuga, Mallard, Welsh Harlequin, White Crested 
& Runners (Black, Chocolate, Blue, Fawn & White) 
Goslings: Embden, White Chinese, Brown Chinese, 
Toulouse, Dewlap Toulouse, African, Buff, Tufted Buff, 
Sebastopol, Pilgrim, Roman Tufted, Chicks: Rolin S 
Red Broilers, Cornish Cross, French Pearl Guineas 
and Ringneck Pheasants.

Florida
GREENFIRE FARMS, www.greenfirefarms.com.  
Ultra-rare imported breeds:  Ayam Cemani, Cream 
Legbar, Swedish Flower Hens, Bielefelder, Marans, 
Isbar, Barbezieux, Bresse, Sulmtaler, Spitzhauben, 
Olandsk Dwarf, Orust, Barnevelder, Merlerault, 
Niederrheiner, Marsh Daisy, Altsteirer, East Frisian 
Gull, Lyonaisse, Malines, Pavlovskaya, Queen Silvia, 
Swedish Black Hen, Sussex, Twentse, Lavender 
Wyandotte, Yamato Gunkei.   

illinois
CHICKEN SCRATCH POULTRY, Larry & Angela 
McEwen, 14025 Cty Rd 975 E, McLeansboro, IL 
62859. 618-643-5602. <larry_angie@chickenscratch-
poultry.com> <www.chickenscratchpoultry.com> 
Coronation Sussex, Light Sussex, Lavender Or-
pington, Chocolate Orpington, Jubilee Orpington, 
Black Orpington, Black Copper Marans, Blue Copper 
Marans, Blue Laced Red Wyandotte,  Crested Cream 
Legbar, Welsummers, Blue Ameraucana, Black Am-
eraucana, Rumpless Araucana, Olive Egger, Ayam 
Cemani, Maline.

iowa
COUNTY LINE HATCHERY, 2977 Linn Buch-
anan Rd., Coggon, IA  52218. 319-350-9130.  
<www.countylinehatchery.com> Rare and fancy 
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PUREBRED DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION 
OF NORTH AMERICA, Providing resources, 
inspiration and value to breeders and buyers. 
We make it easy to own registered Dexters with 
affordable $20 testing optional registrations, 
$5 steer registrations and free birth records.  
Learn more at www.dexterstoday.com.

J a c o b  S h e e p  B r e e d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
Ded ica ted  to  conserv ing  Jacob  sheep      
t h r o u g h  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n . 
Discover  th is  majest ic ,  her i tage breed! 
www.jsba.org

ICELANDIC SHEEP BREEDERS OF NORTH 
AMERICA: Icelandics, the perfect homestead sheep. 
Milk. Wool. Meat. Melissa Erlund, 4462 Bellevue 
Rd., Haughton, LA 71037-8353. 318-390-7748.  
<melissaerlund@yahoo.com> <www.isbona.com> 

BARBADOS BLACKBELLY SHEEP ASSOCIATION 
INTERNATIONAL, registry for American Blackbelly & 
Barbados Blackbelly hair sheep. Gorgeous, exotic-
looking sheep. No shearing, very hardy, worm-tolerent, 
regularly twin unassisted. Bred for superior meat 
quality! Directory of breeders at <www.blackbelly-
sheep.org> 

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West Madison 
St., Ottawa, IL 61350. 541-332-0675. <info@aea-emu.
org> <www.aea-emu.org> Emu.

TEXEL SHEEP BREEDERS SOCIETY, Niki Fisher 
Secretary. 2720 NE 25th AVE, Payette, ID. Phone 
Inquiries: Walt Threlfall 740-881-4417. <usatexels@
gmail.com> <www.usatexels.org> 

ANKOLE WATUSI INTERNATIONAL REGISTRY, 
Becky Lundgren, 22484 W. 239 St., Spring Hill, KS 
66083-9306. 913-592-4050. <watusi@aol.com> 
<www.awir.org>

POSM HORSE REGISTRY, first American breed, PO 
Box 424, Machias, ME 04654. <www.posmhorse.
com> Old type Morgan horses. 

HEARTLAND HIGHLAND CATTLE ASSOCIA-
TION, for free information on Highland cattle 
call 417-345-0575 or email <heartlandhigh-
landcattle@gmail.com> Check the webpage,  
<www.heartlandhighlandcattleassociation.org>  
Contact for FREE informational package.

NORTH AMERICAN BABYDOLL SOUTHDOWN 
SHEEP ASSOCIATION AND REGISTRY (NABSSAR). 
Protecting, preserving, and promoting the Babydoll 
Southdown. Educational bi-annual newsletter, 
information, and breeder list. <www.nabssar.org> 
NABSSAR Registry.

NORTH AMERICAN SHETLAND SHEEPBREED-
ERS ASSOCIATION (NASSA), Dedicated to pre-
serving the full diversity of the breed. Associated 
Registry PO Box 231, 305 Lincoln, Wamego, KS 
66547. 785-456-8500.<asregistry@yahoo.com>  

Faye Whitney, Executive Secretary, 413-628-3279. 
<secretary@shetland-sheep.org> <www.shetland 
sheep.org>

NORTH AMERICAN ROMANOV SHEEP AS-
SOCIATION, Don Kirts, Secretary, PO Box 
1126, Pataskala, OH 43062-1126. 740-927-3098.  
<admin@narsa-us.com><www.narsa-us.com>

UNITED HORNED HAIR SHEEP ASSOCIA-
TION, INC. (UHHSA), Association Office and 
Registrar: PO BOX 161, New Lebanon, OH 
45345. ph# 937-430-1768. <uhhsa@yahoo.com> 
<www.unitedhornedhairsheepassociation.org> 
Painted Desert, Texas Dall, Black Hawaiian, Corsican, 
Desert Sand, New Mexico Dahl, Multi-horned Hair, 
Mouflon and American Heavy Horned.

I N T E R N AT I O N A L F I N N S H E E P R E G I S -
TRY, Deb Olschefski, Secretary, 3937 Ridge-
wood Rd., York, PA 17406. 717-324-2320.  
<www.internationalfinnsheepregistry.org>

FINNSHEEP BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION, Secretary, 
Anne-Marie Elkins, 110 W. 6th Ave, #318, Ellens-
burg, WA 98926. <FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org>  
<www.finnsheep.org> 785-456-8500.

N AVA J O - C H U R R O  S H E E P  A S S O C I -
ATION, PO Box 190840, Boise, ID 83719. 
2018-562-1961. <spindanceacres@gmail.com> 
<www.navajo-churrosheep.com>
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LArGe GAs reFriGerAtors. 12, 15, 18, 19 & 
21 cubic foot propane refrigerators. 15, 18 & 22 cubic 
foot freezers. 800-898-0552. Ervin’s Cabinet Shop, 
220 N. Cty. Rd. 425 E., Arcola, IL 61910.

Propane and Solar Refrigerators/Freezers, 
Gas Lights, Solar Panels, Propane Ranges 
and more. Free Brochures. 1-800-771-7702  
www.BensDiscountSupply.com. 

M i L L e r  B e e  s u P P L y 
your Bee KeePinG eXPerts sinCe 1976!  
Check us out for all your beekeeping needs. 
Whether you are just start ing out or al -
ready have bees we are here to assist your 
needs.  Call us Toll Free: 1-888-848-5184. 
496 Yellow Banks Road, North Wilkesboro, 
NC 28659. Email:info@Millerbeesupply.com*  
www.millerbeesupply.com.

FREE Book: A Bible message on Life-Death-
Hereafter. FREE Tracts: Why does a Loving God  
permit Calamities, The New Earth.  Bible Stan-
dard Ministries (CM). 1156 St. Matthews Road.  
Chester Springs, PA 19425. www.biblestandard.
com.

$36,000 in BACKyArd Growing flowers, gar-
lic, herbs, lavender, microgreens, heirloom to-
matoes, mushrooms, landscaping plants.  
<www.profitableplants.com> 

Learn Butterfly Farming! Learn step-by-step 
how to start up/operate your own profitable 
small or large-scale butterfly business — raising 
healthy butterflies, websites, sales, and shipping! 
 Many income opportunities: releases, educational 
presentations, school raising kits, and fundraising 
projects. Free booklet: http://www.butterflyboutique.
net/ebooklets.html. Get started today and learn with 
experts!

tAndy LeAtHer’s 220-page Buyer’s Guide of 
leather, saddle and tack hardware, tools and much 
more for leathercrafters and farm or ranch. It’s free. 
Tandy Leather Dept. CSY, 1900 SE Loop 820, Ft 
Worth, TX 76140. <www.TandyLeather.com>

Illinois Wool and Fiber Mill is a full-service mill for 
processing natural fibers. Please contact Jane at 
815-544-9582 for more pricing details or visit our 
website at www.ilwoolfibermill.com.

soon Church/Government Uniting, Supressing 
"religious Liberty," Enforcing "national sunday 
Law". Be Informed! Need mailing address only. TBSM, 
Box 99, Lenoir City, TN 37771. thebiblesaystruth@
yahoo.com, 1-888-211-1715.

Visit www.PartsDeptOnline.com for great deals on 
new milking equipment for cows and goats. We sup-
ply to all size dairies. Call for a free 180pg catalog 
1-800-245-8222.

PiAno tuninG PAys. Learn with American 
School home-study course. Tools included. 
1-800-497-9793.

reJeCted due to divorce & remarriage? Free 
Book: "What the Bible Really Teaches On Divorce & 
Remarriage" Write: LFCF 27216 Ingel Rd., Brookfield, 
MO 64628. www.TheRightJesus.com.

THE MIDNIGHT CRY has sounded. The angel 
of REVELATION 14:6 has come. Free literature.  
800-752-1507. <www.ccem1929.com>

"Why We Live After death", "The Search For 
Truth" and more free titles from Grail Forum, 786 
Jones Road, Vestal, NY 13850, 1-888-205-7307 or  
www.grailforum.com.

Colored & White Meat Broilers, layer chicks, turkeys, 
lots more. Free catalog. Myers Poultry Farm, 966 
Ragers Hill Rd., South Fork, PA 15956. 814-539-7026. 
<www.myerspoultry.com>

Day Old Ringneck Pheasant and Chukar Partridge 
chicks and eggs for sale April thru July. Family owned 
and operated since 1967. Call or write Oakwood Game 
Farm, PO Box 274, Princeton, MN 55371. 1-800-328-
6647. <www.oakwoodgamefarm.com>

DUCKLINGS, GOSLINGS, GUINEAS, PHEASANTS, 
35+ breeds. Minimum shipment two birds, Nationwide 
shipping. Year round hatching. Free color catalog: 
Metzer Farms, 26000C Old Stage, Gonzales, CA 
93926, 800-424-7755. <www.metzerfarms.com>

Free catalog. Baby chicks, ducks, geese, turkeys, 
gamebirds, Canadian Honkers, Wood ducks. Eggs 
to incubators. Books/supplies. 800-720-1134. Strom-
berg’s 4, PO Box 400, Pine River, MN 56474-0400. 
<www.strombergschickens.com>

Free CAtALoG — Chicks, turkeys, ducklings, 
goslings, guineas, gamebirds, bantams, equipment. 
Hoffman Hatchery, Box 129C, Gratz, PA 17030.  
717-365-3694. <www.hoffmanhatchery.com>

BeeKeePinG

BooKs

Business oPPortunities

ButterFLies

CrAFts/suPPLies

FArMers soFtWAre

Sofware for your farm

www.farmersweb.com
info@farmersweb.com

SMSofware for your farm

www.farmersweb.com
info@farmersweb.com

FiBer MiLLs

Free

GArdeninG

tough Greenhouse Plastics, Pond Liners. Resists 
hailstones. Samples. Box 42, Neche, ND 58265.  
204-327-5540. <www.northerngreenhouse.com>

HerBALCoM bulk herbs, spices, supplements. 
Quality at best prices. Free freight. Save at  
<www.herbalcom.com> or 888-649-3931 for Free 
Catalog.

organic stevia, bulk herbs, spices, pure essential 
oils, herbal teas, dehydrated vegetables, tinc-
tures, stevia plants. Free catalog. 800-753-9904.  
<www.herbaladvantage.com> <www.healthyvillage.
com>

HerBs

MeALWorMs
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PUREBRED DEXTER CATTLE ASSOCIATION 
OF NORTH AMERICA, Providing resources, 
inspiration and value to breeders and buyers. 
We make it easy to own registered Dexters with 
affordable $20 testing optional registrations, 
$5 steer registrations and free birth records.  
Learn more at www.dexterstoday.com.

J a c o b  S h e e p  B r e e d e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n 
Ded ica ted  to  conserv ing  Jacob  sheep      
t h r o u g h  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a n d  e d u c a t i o n . 
Discover  th is  majest ic ,  her i tage breed! 
www.jsba.org

ICELANDIC SHEEP BREEDERS OF NORTH 
AMERICA: Icelandics, the perfect homestead sheep. 
Milk. Wool. Meat. Melissa Erlund, 4462 Bellevue 
Rd., Haughton, LA 71037-8353. 318-390-7748.  
<melissaerlund@yahoo.com> <www.isbona.com> 

BARBADOS BLACKBELLY SHEEP ASSOCIATION 
INTERNATIONAL, registry for American Blackbelly & 
Barbados Blackbelly hair sheep. Gorgeous, exotic-
looking sheep. No shearing, very hardy, worm-tolerent, 
regularly twin unassisted. Bred for superior meat 
quality! Directory of breeders at <www.blackbelly-
sheep.org> 

AMERICAN EMU ASSOCIATION, 510 West Madison 
St., Ottawa, IL 61350. 541-332-0675. <info@aea-emu.
org> <www.aea-emu.org> Emu.

TEXEL SHEEP BREEDERS SOCIETY, Niki Fisher 
Secretary. 2720 NE 25th AVE, Payette, ID. Phone 
Inquiries: Walt Threlfall 740-881-4417. <usatexels@
gmail.com> <www.usatexels.org> 

ANKOLE WATUSI INTERNATIONAL REGISTRY, 
Becky Lundgren, 22484 W. 239 St., Spring Hill, KS 
66083-9306. 913-592-4050. <watusi@aol.com> 
<www.awir.org>

POSM HORSE REGISTRY, first American breed, PO 
Box 424, Machias, ME 04654. <www.posmhorse.
com> Old type Morgan horses. 

HEARTLAND HIGHLAND CATTLE ASSOCIA-
TION, for free information on Highland cattle 
call 417-345-0575 or email <heartlandhigh-
landcattle@gmail.com> Check the webpage,  
<www.heartlandhighlandcattleassociation.org>  
Contact for FREE informational package.

NORTH AMERICAN BABYDOLL SOUTHDOWN 
SHEEP ASSOCIATION AND REGISTRY (NABSSAR). 
Protecting, preserving, and promoting the Babydoll 
Southdown. Educational bi-annual newsletter, 
information, and breeder list. <www.nabssar.org> 
NABSSAR Registry.

NORTH AMERICAN SHETLAND SHEEPBREED-
ERS ASSOCIATION (NASSA), Dedicated to pre-
serving the full diversity of the breed. Associated 
Registry PO Box 231, 305 Lincoln, Wamego, KS 
66547. 785-456-8500.<asregistry@yahoo.com>  

Faye Whitney, Executive Secretary, 413-628-3279. 
<secretary@shetland-sheep.org> <www.shetland 
sheep.org>

NORTH AMERICAN ROMANOV SHEEP AS-
SOCIATION, Don Kirts, Secretary, PO Box 
1126, Pataskala, OH 43062-1126. 740-927-3098.  
<admin@narsa-us.com><www.narsa-us.com>

UNITED HORNED HAIR SHEEP ASSOCIA-
TION, INC. (UHHSA), Association Office and 
Registrar: PO BOX 161, New Lebanon, OH 
45345. ph# 937-430-1768. <uhhsa@yahoo.com> 
<www.unitedhornedhairsheepassociation.org> 
Painted Desert, Texas Dall, Black Hawaiian, Corsican, 
Desert Sand, New Mexico Dahl, Multi-horned Hair, 
Mouflon and American Heavy Horned.

I N T E R N AT I O N A L F I N N S H E E P R E G I S -
TRY, Deb Olschefski, Secretary, 3937 Ridge-
wood Rd., York, PA 17406. 717-324-2320.  
<www.internationalfinnsheepregistry.org>

FINNSHEEP BREEDERS’ ASSOCIATION, Secretary, 
Anne-Marie Elkins, 110 W. 6th Ave, #318, Ellens-
burg, WA 98926. <FBAsecretary@finnsheep.org>  
<www.finnsheep.org> 785-456-8500.

N AVA J O - C H U R R O  S H E E P  A S S O C I -
ATION, PO Box 190840, Boise, ID 83719. 
2018-562-1961. <spindanceacres@gmail.com> 
<www.navajo-churrosheep.com>

Countryside :: classifieds
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sAWMiLLs
Saw your own lumber with a portable sawmill. Save 
money and make money. From bandsaw blades to 
sawmills we can help. Call or email for your free catalog. 
Cooks Saw: 1-800-473-4804. www.cookssaw.com.

PouLtry suPPLies PreserVinG

FAMous rAre seed CAtALoG: non-hybrid, 
unpatented vegetables, herbs, tobaccos, medicinal 
plants, old-fashioned flowers, perennials. Free catalog. 
Hudson Seeds, Box 337, La Honda, CA 94020-0337. 
<www.JLHudsonseeds.net>

CROSSCUT SAWS: SAW TOOLS, knives, fire-
wood cutting, people-powered tools. Catalog, $1 
U.S., $3 Foreign. Crosscut Saw Company, PO Box 
7878, Seneca Falls, NY 13148. 315-568-5755.  
<www.crosscutsaw.com>

EUROPEAN SCYTHES: Quality scythes, sickles, 
snaths, and blades for 140 years. SHIP WORL-
WIDE. Marugg Company, PO Box 1418, Tracy 
City, TN 37387. <www.themaruggcompany.com>  
931-592-5042. 

s C y t H e  s u P P Ly.  E u r o p e a n  s c y t h e s  
<www.scythesupply.com> 207-853-4750.

trACtor PArts and more for older and antique 
farm tractors. Free access to thousands of articles, 
photos and technical info, plus our popular discussion 
forums. <www.yesterdaystractors.com>

AutoGrAPHs, BAnners, PoLitiCAL Pins, 
leathers, baseball cards, sports memorabilia wanted. 
Highest prices paid. Write: Stan Block, 128 Cynthia 
Rd., Newton, MA 02459.

"Raising Earthworms for Profit" Illustrated manual 
for successful growing and selling — $15. Request 
free brochure describing all our books. Shields 
Publications, PO Box 669-E, Eagle River, WI 54521. 
<www.wormbooks.com> 715-479-4810.

< w w w . G r e e n G r e g s W o r m F a r m . c o m > 
Bedrun Redworms — 2,250/33, 5,000/$55,  
10,000/$95, 20,000/$180. Postpaid-Fishing, Com-
posting, Gardening. Greg Allison, 112 Stilwell 
Drive, Toney, AL 35773. "How to Guides" included.  
256-859-5538.

seeds/PLAnts/nurseries

tooLs

trACtors

WAnted

WorMs

• Chickens
• Ducks
• Geese
• Turkeys
• Emus

This definitive guide to North American barnyard and wild fowl  
includes a brief history of each breed, detailed descriptions of identifying 

characteristics, and colorful photography of more than 128 birds that  
celebrate the birds’ quirky personalities and charming good looks. If it’s 

fowl facts and photos you want, you’ll find them all here.

Only $18.71 plus S&H

• Guinea Fowl
• Ostriches
• Partridges
• Peafowl
• Swans

     And  Much More!

Storey’s Illustrated Guide to

Poultry Breeds
Features 

128+  
Birds!

countrysidenetwork.com/shop
970-392-4419 To order call: 970-392-4419 or visit: 

CountrysideNetwork.com/shop

WORMS EAT  
MY GARBAGE

How to  
Set Up & 
Maintain  
a Worm 
Composting  
System
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